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VERBATIM TRANSCRIPTION 

 

[Beginning of Part 1 Recording 00:00:00] 

 

 

SK: We’re going to have a little conversation, okay? You want some water and stuff? You good? 

 

SK: I’m sure you have some questions for us, yeah? Sorry that we have to wear these masks. I 

know, the masks are not, they’re not good. Believe me I know.  

 

SK: Did you know Trinidad was all shut down because of COVID? Did you know that? No 

travel. You can’t even fly to Trinidad, because of COVID! 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: COVID. 

 

JC: Coronavirus. 

 

SK: He doesn’t know. They didn’t tell you in prison? 

 

EA: No [UI]. 

 

SK: There’s a big virus going around the world. 

 

JC: That’s part of the reason we’re wearing all this crazy stuff is because there’s this new virus 

that’s been going around the world for the last six months or so.  

 

SK: Do you, do you remember Ebola? It’s similar to that. It’s a respiratory virus.  

 

JC: Yeah. 
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SK: There’s like, uh, how many? Millions of people have died. 

 

JC: Yeah. Yeah. In Trinidad they haven’t have flights in or out of the island in months. No one 

can get in or out. 

 

EA: How many people have died in Trinidad? 

 

SK: Not a lot actually. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: They’ve had pretty good numbers. Very few cases. Yeah, they did well with it. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: The U.S. Government. 

 

JC: We’ve had, we’ve had a couple hundred thousand people die. 

 

EA: In the U.S.? 

 

JC: Yeah, uh huh. Yeah. [noise] 

 

JC: And a few million worldwide. Trinidad has been pretty good because they’re closed off. 

 

SK: [UI] for COVID. 

 

SK: Yeah. Here, I’ll help you out, we’re just going to move down here. [UI] 

 

JC: Now watch your step here.  

 

JC: You seem pretty healthy. I’m going to take my mask off.  

 

SK: I’ll put this right here. 

 

EA: Alright. 

 

SK: I would just slip your mask down to your, um. 
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JC: To my, to my neck? Emraan, if you want to, put your mask down to your neck while you talk 

to me, you can. 

 

SK: Yeah he wants to. 

 

JC: Yeah. Because, I have a hard time talking to anyone like this. I can only imagine. Yeah. So, 

Emraan, [UI] well my name’s Jason, I think we told you. This is Sean. 

 

SK: Sean.  

 

JC: We’re both with the FBI. I know you talked to FBI agents, uh, about a year or so ago, and 

uh. 

 

SK: We know them. We’ve talked to them about conversation that you had with them. 

 

JC: So, I know you’ve got to have a lot of questions for us. Um, we just want to talk to you for a 

while. We’ve got, uh, a little while back, but before we, uh, uh, get into all that stuff I’ve got 

your Advice of Rights Here. This is something that you will have seen last year. Um, I’m going 

to read each of these, uh, lines to you. And if you could, just so I know that you understand what 

I’m saying, just give me a head nod. So, I’m going to read it verbatim for you. 

 

We are law enforcement agents from the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Even though we are 

not in the United States, United States law provides you with certain rights in your dealings with 

us. Before we ask you any questions, you must understand your rights. Your first right: You have 

the right to remain silent. Even if you have already spoken to others, you do not have to speak to 

us now. Do you understand? Ok. Anything you say can be used against you in court. You 

understand? You have the right to talk to a lawyer for advice before we ask you any questions. 

Do you understand? You have the right to have a lawyer with you during questioning. Do you 

understand? If you cannot afford a lawyer, you have the right to have one appointed for you 

before any questioning if you wish. Do you understand? However, our ability to provide you 

with counsel at this time may be limited by the decisions of the local authorities or the 

availability to have an American trained attorney. Do you understand? If you decide to answer 

questions now without a lawyer present, you have the right to stop answering at any time. Do 

you understand? Ok. If you’d like to talk to us, then, uh, let me read this one for you here. It 

says, “I have read this statement of my rights and I understand what my rights are. At this time 

I’m going to answer questions without a lawyer present.” If you agree to that, Emraan, I want 

you to write your name and then sign your name here. Do you want to talk to us? 
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EA: Yeah, I mean, uh. There is no uh, there is no way that it is [UI]. So, what, I mean [UI]. So 

what’s, what’s the best choice? 

 

SK: Well, it’s your decision to make. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: Um, so… 

 

EA: What would be what you would [UI].  

 

SK: We’re going to talk to – 

 

EA: This is the way I see it. I see it as, uh, obviously I mean of course I would love to have an 

attorney, but there is none. And uh, I mean you guys uh [UI] the situation. And this, uh, and it is 

probably the best thing uh to have an attorney. 

 

JC: No, uh, I-I-I want you to make the decision, I mean, just yes or no if you want to talk to us. 

 

EA: I - [UI from 5:11 – 5:28]. 

 

JC: Alright. So, quick here’s a pen for ya. And let me get this. 

 

SK: Emraan because we let you take off this we’re going to have you put this on, just so you 

have some protection.  Ok.  

 

SK: [UI] 

 

EA: [UI] 

 

JC: Yeah print your name. [pause] And sign. [pause] Alright thank you. [pause] Alright, what 

time is it? 

 

SK: You want something for [UI]? You want to use this? Do you know what these are? The 

[UI]. You want one? You good? Have you ever used this? Yeah yeah, okay. Do you know how 

to reuse one? Yeah. I’ll give it to him? Okay. 
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JC: So. I know it’s been a long… we were just talking about Trinidad. I know it’s been a long 

time since you’ve been to Trinidad. Um, first of all do you have any questions for us before we 

start talking about that stuff? 

EA: [UI from 6:39–6:41] 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 6:43-6:47] 6 months [UI from 6:48-7:02]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 7:03-7:08]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 7:09-7:11]. 

 

JC: Um, so you’re asking about your family. I’ve spoken to Nema several times in person. Um, 

do you know where she is right now? Okay. Um, we brought her back to the United States and I 

was actually – sorry my glasses are fogging up – I was actually the first person to meet her off 

the airplane when she got back to the United States. Um, she’s living with Abdullah. Uh, her son. 

And, uh, they are very happy. And uh doing well. She’s been going to school. And looking for a 

job.  And, uh, Abdullah her, your grandson, is very healthy. He’s walking good. He’s talking 

well. And he’s a really happy boy, um, but Nema misses you. She, she misses her family. She 

talks about you and uh she talks about um, well just missing you. And even, she said even during 

the hard times, uh, that you all had in Syria, uh, that, she loves you and she misses you and she 

misses Jihad. She talks about Jihad a lot. And, uh, she’s doing well you know, she doesn’t have 

very many friends right now. Of course she’s alone, um, but we support her the best we can. Like 

we put her in school, we got her private tutors. Because, her schooling – she’s actually – we, we 

had her tested before she went to, uh, before we got her tutoring to see where she was in her 

grade level. And, uh, her English and math were actually very high. We were surprised we 

expected her to be, you know, kind of behind, having not been in school for the past few years, 

but she was actually, she’s very good. She’s very smart.  

 

EA: [UI]. 

Case 1:21-cr-20123-BB   Document 95   Entered on FLSD Docket 03/27/2023   Page 27 of 116



UNCLASSIFIED 

Case Number:  

Task/Disk Number: 

  

6 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 

 

JC: Excuse me? 

 

EA: [UI] 

 

JC: I-I, I’m sorry. 

 

EA: She likes drawing. 

 

JC: She likes drawing? 

 

EA: Yeah, she [UI]. 

 

JC: She can just draw like this? 

 

SK: Emraan, can you try to speak up a little bit? 

 

EA: She has a natural ability. 

 

JC: She had what? 

 

EA: She’s a good artist. 

 

SK: She’s a good artist. 

 

EA: She has natural ability. She can freehand draw. 

 

JC: I’ve never seen her draw. 

 

EA: She never learned in school. [UI]. 

 

JC: Wow. So, she, she’s doing. She’s healthy, she’s been back in the United States now for, uh, 

just over a year. 

 

SK: I’m going to get some other glasses, for us. 

 

JC: Okay, okay, yeah thanks. Um, gosh I guess it’s been, about 14 months, she’s been back in 

the United States. She hasn’t seen her mom in that time either, um, and she, she misses her. Um. 
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EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: She’s close to her mom. She did, uh, she did get to see her sister, Aliyah [PH]. 

 

EA: Aliyah [PH]? 

 

JC: Aliyah has traveled to, uh, the United States from Trinidad and visited her for a few weeks. 

Uh, along with, um, your mom. 

 

EA: My mom? 

 

JC: Your mom. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So your mom has traveled to the United States, she’s been, she, went with Aliyah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 10:05-10:12]. 

 

JC: Ian. 

 

EA: Ian. 

 

JC: Yeah. So, so I - this is way better – so she’s not with Ian.  

 

EA: No. 

 

JC: So she started out with Ian – this is a funny story – so she started out with Ian and Marica 

[PH]. 

 

EA: [UI] 

 

JC: And, uh, there was a little bit of a, you know, Nema is a little independent. And, uh, Ian likes 

to enforce some strict rules in the house and so, after a few weeks, she went, actually you know 
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where she’s living now? In the uh, in the house, in the house that you used to own. Do you 

remember? On Roosevelt Lane?  

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh uh, in New York. 

 

EA: Um, uh one of my sisters is there. 

 

JC: One of your sisters?  

 

SK: Where is she at? 

 

JC: In, in New York. 

 

SK: Yeah, [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, that’s exactly, that’s right. Yeah. He took her in. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: He is, he’s a very good guy.  

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Yeah. So, we’ve been, you know, talking to her and helping her with school and with and 

with your grandson. I’d say the only negative is that she misses you, she misses Jihad. She talks 

about, she talks about Jihad a lot. And I’m going to tell him that when we talk to him later but 

she misses you, and she misses especially Jihad terribly. She misses y’all terribly. Um. Islam, uh, 

is not on the plane you know.  

 

EA: Islam is not? 

 

JC: Islam is not on the plane. When is the last time you saw him. 

 

EA: Um, 6 months ago. 
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JC: 6 months? 

 

EA: Uh huh. 

 

JC: So, we’re, we’re trying to get him back to his Mom. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, he’s not in the same place you were though. He’s in a youth center where it’s not 

nearly as bad. 

 

EA: [UI from 11:57-12:02]. 

 

JC: We’re trying, we’re trying to make that happen. Uh, it’s not just our government though, it’s 

the government of Trinidad, so, we’re working with them to try to find a solution to where he 

can be with his mom, because that’s what’s everyone wants. Lazina [PH] wants. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry Emraan, is it possible – is it possible you can talk louder? 

 

SK: Because of the engine and… 

 

JC: It’s hard to hear. 

 

EA: [UI from 12:26-12:32]. 

 

JC: We, we, we… his Uncle won’t take him. Um, he gave some reasons he has, uh, I think a 9 

year old daughter and then they have a newborn that you probably are… um, do you have like a 

face shield or something I can put back on? 

 

EA: [UI from 12:56-13:09] the one I lost contact with but the other one I used to keep in contact 

with her. She came to Trinidad [UI] she may be able to, to [UI]. 

 

JC: That might be a possible solution. I mean, because we’re looking at trying to get him out. 

 

EA: My sisters. Especially if I get to talking with them, they can [UI] because I have a good 

relationship with them. 
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JC: Which sister? 

 

EA: Huh? 

 

JC: Which sister do you think would be best? 

 

EA: Two sisters. Um, [UI] especially if I get talking with her I just ask her because I- when I 

used to be, you know [UI from 13:52-14:09]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: And when they went back to Trinidad they [UI from 14:12-14:32]. I guess he had a bad 

experience with [UI from 14:35-14:39]. 

 

JC: Well we’re, we’re going to keep working that, there’s, that’s, it’s very possible that if we 

can’t get him back to his mom soon, that something like that is going to happen. Yeah. Um. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: [UI] I can try to get in touch, I don’t have the numbers, but um, some of them, [UI]. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: So Trinidad, no flights going in and out? 

 

JC: No flights going in and out.  

 

EA: So you can’t go to Trinidad? 

 

JC: No. I mean, uh, I think that they’re talking about opening flights up soon though, so, uh, I 

was talking to Trevor, he said the flights are probably going to open back up within the next 

month. 

 

SK: It’s been shut down since, probably, March. And it probably won’t – 

 

JC: And it’s, it’s September – it’s almost October now.  
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EA: So, the whole Caribbean Islands? It was hard? Any island? 

 

JC: Um, a few of them were hit hard. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I think, I think Jamaica was as well. 

 

SK: Jamaica –  

 

JC: Yeah Jamaica. 

 

SK: -- had high numbers. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Which countries in the world were hit really hard? 

 

SK: Everyone. 

 

JC: Yeah, China, the United States, um, it’s hard to tell in a lot of places because… 

 

SK: Italy was awful. 

 

JC: Yeah Italy. 

 

EA: And there’s no vaccine or, uh, medication? 

 

SK: No vaccine yet. 

 

EA: Is it, it’s curable? 

 

SK: No. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: So, so happens is it’s a respiratory, respiratory, uh, virus. Some people, uh, get really sick. 

Some people when they get it, get really sick. The people who, so far what they’ve seen is the 
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people who very sick are obese, or they have other health issues when they get it, they get really 

sick. 

 

EA: Their immune system [UI]. 

 

SK: And sometimes they die. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah exactly, however, if you’re healthy and have no underlying conditions, generally you 

get it and you recover in about 2 weeks. And after 2 weeks you’re not contagious anymore. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: I guess that’s technically true. 

 

JC: Well, well it’s like a cold. So your body can fight it off and it will go away. There’s just no 

cure for it yet. But, if you’re young and healthy, I mean. 

 

SK: It’s like getting the flu, right? 

 

JC: Yeah, it’s just really bad for people with other, uh, other conditions and people who are like 

very old. 

 

EA: [UI from 17:12-17:21] I’m struggling to [UI] but I, he told me that he can’t take it off so I 

said okay, he, struggled so much so no one understands. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I-I-I’m sorry you have to wear it, we hate, we hate wearing it too. 

 

EA: [UI] I understand why you have the mask. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: They-they make you now, when you go to the grocery store, you have to wear a mask. 
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JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: When you go out. Anywhere. 

 

JC: Everywhere you go. 

 

SK: At one point, at one point in the U.S., all the restaurants, everything, everything was closed. 

Everything. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: Everywhere was on lockdown. 

 

JC: People had to stay at their homes, you couldn’t leave for, basically except for to get food. 

 

EA: Okay, so that answers my quests with Nema, and her son, and my wife, and the kids. 

 

JC: Uh. 

 

EA: [UI from 18:03-18:22]. 

 

JC: Um, um, I’m afraid that I don’t have news for you on them. I don’t have any news. 

 

EA: No information? 

 

JC: No. 

 

SK: Yeah, we don’t know. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: So, us, we going back to Trinidad or in the states? 

 

JC: You and Jihad are going to the United States. 

 

EA: The United States. 

 

JC: Yeah. 
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EA: Any specific state? 

 

JC: Florida. 

 

EA: What? 

 

SK: Florida. 

 

EA: Florida. 

 

JC: Yeah, we’re going to fly into Miami. 

 

SK: So. 

 

JC: I mean, we can say this. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] in New York. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

JC: So I’ve talked to Ian and Marifa [PH]. And uh, uh, a colleague of ours has talked to your 

sisters. I’ve talked to Nema many times. Um, I’ve talked to Lizina [PH]in Trinidad, a few times. 

Um, on the phone and in person. And, you know, she wants desperately to get Islam back of 

course, but desperately wanting Nema to get back to Trinidad when she can. Um, Nema wants to 

be with her too. 

 

EA: Nema [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, I, I agree. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: And I, I think Jihad, eventually there will be a, you know, a chance for him to get back down 

there too.  

 

SK: And so, that’s what we’re going to talk a little bit about today, is, one, we’ll answer what’s 

going to happen to you in the next 24 hours and so, the reason we read you the Advice of Rights 
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is because you’re now in custody of Federal agents, we both work for the FBI. We’re going to 

fly back to South Florida, and we’re going to transport you to the Federal Detention Center, uh, 

because we’re carrying out an arrest warrant that has been issued by the Southern District of 

Florida for your arrest. So, that’s – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So, Florida, um because, um we’re in Florida and we investigate violations of Federal law, 

emanating from the Caribbean and South America, and because you left – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah exactly. 

 

JC: It’s because you left from Trinidad, that it falls under Florida’s, you know. 

 

SK: Yeah, uh huh. 

 

JC: Jurisdiction basically. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

JC: So, yeah, you’ll, um, in about a day or so, you’ll be back in Florida, and about a day later, 

uh, you’ll go before a judge, and the judge will be able to tell you a lot of things that we can’t, 

because either we don’t know or because we’re not allowed. Um, the judge will explain basically 

the – you’re fine, uh, they’re knit picking on us. We’re, we’re going to get in trouble. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: No, no, I want you to be comfortable, you’re fine. Um - 

 

EA: I don’t understand, whatever [UI]. 

 

SK: N-n-n-n-no. 

 

EA: [UI]. 
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JC: You’ve been through enough. Um, so they’ll, they’ll explain what the process is going to be 

at that time. Um, and, then you’ll go forward from there.  

 

SK: Yeah, um. So, for today before we get there we want to take some time to talk about some 

things that you, that you may have already discussed previously. Um, but Jason has some more 

things he wants to get some details on so it’s just important that you are honest with us today, 

that you don’t withhold any information, um, so that we can get a grasp of the full story of 

everything that happened to you since 2014.  

 

JC: And Emraan, personally – 

 

EA: 2015. 

 

SK: 2015. 

 

JC: Okay, yeah. 

 

SK: And, and I think some of the stuff that Jason is going to go over and that we’ll go over can 

also – your answers will help Jihad, I think, and we’ll, when we get to that we’ll explain how it 

can help Jihad a little bit, alright? 

 

JC: So – 

 

EA: [UI] when I get to Florida, will there be a lawyer provided? 

 

JC: Uh huh. Yup. You can, you can either, uh, if you can’t afford one, one will be provided to 

you.  

 

EA: [UI from 22:42-22:49]. 

 

JC: It’s going to be harder. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, unfortunately that’s not something we can change. Um, they can still, yeah they can 

still come and visit you – actually, um, I mean they can still come and visit you in Miami, it’s 

just a longer, it’s a longer trip. 
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EA: [UI from 23:04-23:22] um I appreciate you guys being [UI] and um, I will try my best to 

answer. 

 

JC: Thank you.  

 

SK: Yeah we appreciate it. 

 

JC: Yeah, uh, Jason, the other Jason when he talked to you about it a year ago. 

 

EA: That’s why I was so confused with you guys 

 

JC: Yeah, two Jasons – it’s a common name. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: I’m trying to figure out – 

 

SK: He had a bigger beard.  

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: Yeah, yeah. 

 

JC: I’m a lot more handsome though. 

 

SK: And the other one has a little bit more hair. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I could, I could put on a cap and then I could be the other Jason. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh. 
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EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Jeremy. Was it Jeremy? 

 

EA: Jeremy.  

 

JC: Jeremy, that was it.  

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: Yeah, he’s been there a lot.  

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

SK: I’ve been two, two times. 

 

JC: Yeah I’ve been a few times. 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: It is. 

 

SK: It is. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: I made one of the biggest mistakes of my life, leaving Trinidad. 

 

JC: Leaving Trinidad? 

 

EA: [UI] ISIS. [UI from 24:37-25:09] my job, my job is construction.  

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: And, I was very good at it. Everything, everything in construction it starts from scratch. So I 

learned electrical, tiling, and sheetrock, plastering, [UI]. But I, I love [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 
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EA: [UI from 25:30-25:45]. 

 

JC: So what kind of projects did you do in Trinidad when you were doing construction? 

 

EA: I tried my best, in the States I did more, but when I was in Trinidad I didn’t have a work 

crew. 

 

JC: You didn’t have a work crew: 

 

EA: Instead [UI] I did trucking and excavate with a backhoe stuff, because you don’t need a big 

work force. You just operate a machine and you [UI from 26:14-26:49] and it was good money. 

It’s just the equipment is so expensive and when it breaks down [UI]. 

 

JC: Expensive to fix. 

 

EA: [UI from 26:58-27:13]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 27:15-27:20] 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: That’s the story of my life. 

 

JC: So, did-did you ever, did your kids, uh, like, construction like Jihad when he was getting old 

enough? Did he like to do it, too? 

 

EA: Yeah. Yeah [UI] we had a small truck in the yard [UI from 27:33-27:41]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: And [UI] he used to help me. I used to [UI] goods. [UI from 27:45-27:51]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 
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EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: What a great life. 

 

EA: [UI] they used to send their kids to learn. So I used to get help for free [UI from 27:59-

28:25]. 

 

JC: Wow. 

 

EA: Yeah, so [UI from 28:27-31]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry, say that again. 

 

EA: Salads, l-l-l-lettuce. 

 

JC: Oh lettuce and salad stuff. 

 

EA: Yeah and [UI] celery and [UI] some short term cooks, and they would cook in the town and 

would help them pick up everything and transport it [UI]. So they learned even the business side 

of things. 

 

JC: That’s good I like that. 

 

EA: It was good hard work. 

 

JC: Yeah. That’s a good skill to learn. 

 

EA: [UI] interests. [UI] they used to come and [UI] send their kids. Their kids have different 

problems and [UI] some of these things. It was [UI]. 

 

JC: Good yeah. 

 

EA: So it was seven and [UI from 29:08-29:15]. 

 

JC: Now was all this in Rio Claro? Yeah. Did you ever do any business like in Port au Spain or, 

just all in Rio Claro? 

 

EA: Port au Spain. [UI] with equipment. 
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JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: [UI from 29:25-29:39] because the-the customer would pay for the transport of the machine. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: Into the [UI]. 

 

JC: So you were happy doing all this, right? 

 

EA: It’s fun. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: It’s fun. It’s like a bag of toys. It’s like toys, the equipment. It’s like that. 

 

JC: So, why, why did you give it up? Why did you leave? Why did you go to Syria? Explain, uh, 

explain this to me. 

 

EA: You know what I am so many other kids you meet [UI]. Just normal kids, going to college. 

[UI from 30:16-30:29]. 

 

JC: Sorry say that again. 

 

EA: I tried to [UI from 30:33-58]. I had, um, one of my closest friends, um, my wife’s sister 

husband, Akil [PH].  

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: He and his wife – they just disappear. 

 

JC: Now, Akil’s [PH] wife is Sameera [PH]?  

 

EA: Uh, Sameera [PH]? Sameera [PH] is my step daughter.  

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: It’s uh uh, Sumaya [PH]. 
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JC: Sumaya [PH]. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: They leave and didn’t even tell anyone. [UI] other people. 

 

JC: When did they leave? 

 

EA: They leave, um, they leave some, some, uh, I think holiday weekend. Um. 

 

JC: In 2014? Like late 2014? 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI] when we found them they was gone. Them and the other family. Uh. 

 

JC: So had they been talking about it, like leaving any hints that they were about to go? 

 

EA: It was um like, [UI] like uh, [UI]. These people are very secretive about what they was 

doing. And [UI] and I had, I had known pretty much, because I hear [UI]. But I didn’t know 

when. 

 

JC: You didn’t know when. 

 

EA: No, he just left. 

 

JC: So what, you know, you said you were close with Akil [PH]. What would he say when he 

was talking about it? Like… 

 

EA: When he was talking [UI] before. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: And he would keep [UI]. And he would say all these good things was happening like, uh, 

like, this is what we dream. Have the children go from [UI from 32:19-32:41] the river, have a 

picnic. 

 

JC: The Euphrates. 
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EA: Yeah. And then [UI from 32:47-32:52] so it was, it was normal. It was normal. [UI from 

32:54-33:56] this job was like, uh, I think the business was BP, working offshore with oil. 

 

JC: Oh, he worked for BP? 

 

EA: Yeah they send him to America for [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, that’s a good job. 

 

EA: Yeah. He, he stayed like like maybe two weeks or one month [UI from 33:13-33:22]. 

 

JC: So when Akil [PH] went to Syria, what was his job then? Like what, what kind of katiba 

[PH] or position did they put him in when he first got there? 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: [UI] when he first got there what they do is they, [UI] you have to go for the drilling. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: And when you come out of that they just place you. 

 

JC: Yeah.   

 

EA: Eh, you don’t have a choice. [UI from 33:47-34:03]. 

 

JC: So when he first went out there and he was sending you these pictures, had he gone to 

training yet? 

 

EA: Um, a little bit before because, um, when you go to training you disappear. You disappear 

for like, um, uh one or two months. Because [UI]. They take you, they put you in a house, with 

uh other people, and then [UI from 34:30-34:41] they try to train you – 

 

JC: Yeah, right, Islamic law. 

 

EA: They want you to take the [UI]. And like, some people take 2 weeks, some people like one 

month. Depends on the time [UI]. And, uh, then after that, they would um, the same classes, uh 

Case 1:21-cr-20123-BB   Document 95   Entered on FLSD Docket 03/27/2023   Page 45 of 116



UNCLASSIFIED 

Case Number:  

Task/Disk Number: 

  

24 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 

put you through the military training, like this. And for me, I broke away. I couldn’t take it. I ran 

away. Yeah, they told me I had to go back or I could get in trouble. And uh, the Trinidadian [UI]. 

But they still [UI from 35:09-35:14] they would be spying on us. Investigating – 

 

JC: So when you ran away, they, they thought that maybe you were a spy and they talked to you 

for a little bit? 

 

EA: Because, after the um, the [UI from 35:23-35:30]. 

 

JC: No, I-I, this, this is fascinating [UI]. Um – 

 

EA: [UI from 35:34-35:38]. 

 

JC: Oh right, man I-I-I like that. This is a good attitude here. 

 

EA: No, no, if you had started from the beginning then I wouldn’t have to go over this again. 

 

JC: Yeah, let’s go back to Trinidad again before you, before you left. Um, so, in addition to 

hearing from Akil [PH], and uh, you know what he was going through before you went to Syria, 

did you know anyone else that had already gone? 

 

EA: Yeah yeah. 

 

JC: Sent things back? Oh yeah, do you want some water? 

 

EA: I can’t use the bathroom so I don’t want to drink too much water. 

 

JC: You can use the bathroom too if you need to it’s right there. 

 

EA: Um, yeah a few people that went. But these people, I [UI from 36:17-36:22] I didn’t have 

good relationships with them, um, some of them was [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: So, [UI from 36:26-36:31]. But even when Akil [PH] was gone, I was always so busy with 

my work. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 
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EA: He was coming [UI] and the kids. And they would show me like a video and stuff. And [UI 

from 36:44-36:48]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] work with my hands. 

 

JC: Yeah, but you’re a, you’re a planner. You like to plan in advance and make sure that you 

know your – 

 

EA: I like to be organized. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Because you know we learn that from living in the states [UI]. Yeah we learn to be 

organized. Yeah and, and if there’s one thing I see in the Arab they have no idea. [UI] And you 

try to organize them, they think you want to be a [UI from 37:15-37:20]. 

 

JC: They probably didn’t care that you were an English speaker either. 

 

EA: English, uh, [UI]. 

 

JC: I mean did they distrust you at all because, you know, you weren’t from the Middle East and 

you weren’t a native Arabic speaker?  

 

EA: Yeah, they think I don’t have [UI]. 

 

JC: Good. 

 

EA: And they think they [UI from 37:43-02]. 

 

JC: So what, what research did you do on the Islamic State before you went to Syria? 

 

EA: I, I didn’t do much research. I just um, made [UI from 38:10-38:44]. 

 

JC: Now, by 2015. 
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SK: Let me step in real quick, because he asked you about research that you did a little bit 

before. Now, remember when I said we don’t want you to withhold any information. So, you did 

do some research though. You watched, did you – what kind of videos and stuff did you watch? 

 

EA: In 2014? 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] about this, ISIS, about, I didn’t know anything. The first people that were going, it was 

um, it was three people from Trinidad [UI from 39:16-39:21]. 

 

SK: What was the last one? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: [UI]? 

 

EA: Yes. And then a second group was trying to go, [UI], they were trying to go to Venezuela 

[UI from 39:32-40:15]. 

 

SK: Who was that? 

 

EA: His is Fareed [PH]. 

 

SK: Who? 

 

EA: Fareed [PH]. 

 

JC: Fareed [PH]? Do you know what his last name is? Fareed [PH]…? 

 

EA: Abudullah [PH]. 

 

JC: Abdullah [PH]. 

 

EA: [UI from 40:26-40:29]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry what do they call him? 

 

EA: Abu Abdallah [PH]. 
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JC: Abu Abdallah [PH]. 

 

EA: Okay, so and then at some time I was [UI from 40:35-40:54]. The, the younger people was 

getting in contact with me. [UI from 40:59-41:15]. 

 

JC: So. 

 

EA: These are, the people, the, the people we really, we could trust. These people. And really, 

when we trust [UI] it was worth it to us. [UI from 41:30-42:01]. 

 

SK: So, no doubles? [laughter] 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So back, uh, so you left in March of 2015, right? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: That’s when you, when you left, uh, Trinidad. But by then, um, the Islamic State had already 

put out the “Flames of War” video, right? 

 

EA: Yeah, I had seen the [UI]. 

 

JC: You had seen the “Flames of War” video? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Before you left? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: So what did you think, like what’s in the “Flames of War” video? 

 

EA: I can’t really exactly remember now, but you know, some of the things that I guess that, 

when I see it, is that some of these things are not good, there was a lot of propaganda, [UI] from 

the West, about what they, what they portray about the Islamic State. [UI] on the right path at 

that time. 
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JC: So you think that part of the “Flames of War” video that was true was the part where they 

said that the West was portraying them in a wrong way using propaganda?  

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Uh huh. But, what, what – 

 

EA: We um, [UI] the belief that the Western and the Muslim world was [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: And this is something that [UI]. It is something that the Imam, he, he teaches. Because I 

mean, he used a lot of evidence from the past that [UI] what happened. I can’t remember 

everything now. You know I remember going with him in the mosque and most of the people in 

the mosque would think like this, that the, that the West they don’t like Muslims, and they, they 

always will fight against you, and and give you a hard time and [UI from 43:49-43:56]. 

 

JC: So in the, in the video – 

 

EA: Well I told them I remember from the states, I tell them which I know for myself, that the 

American people are very nice. 

 

JC: The American people what? 

 

EA: They are very nice people.  

 

JC: Oh thank you. 

 

EA: Yeah. They’re polite, they are straight forward. And the things you would see in Trinidad 

were the worst people I saw in the world, and in Syria. They attack you every time, every step of 

the way. And when you thought they couldn’t get worse, they got worse. They will, uh backstab 

you, they will, they will smile at you. You never see that ever in America, or even in Trinidad. 

 

JC: So, Emraan – 

 

EA: [UI] little extent. But America, is not, is not the [UI]. People in America, they want the best 

house and jobs, and take care of the family. Over there they speak of them so bad. 

 

JC: I’m going to ask you a straight forward honest question. 
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EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: So, in the “Flames of War” video, the way that they talk about fighting against the 

propaganda of the West and the other ills of the West against the Islamic people, is exclusively, 

you know violent Jihad, right? So, in, in that video at least, maybe there are other teachings 

outside of the video, but the video is focused exclusively on fighting. Military fighting. How can 

you, you know, put yourself back in 2014 or 2015 when you see the video for the first time, 

watching that video, ‘cause I’ve watched the video, how can you look at that and not know that 

that’s what you were going to be a part of when you went to Syria? I mean I understand wanting 

to be – I, I do – I understand wanting to be part of a community of people like you, that’s what I 

seek, too. I don’t want to be, I don’t want my kids, I have kids, too. I don’t want my kids to grow 

up in a hedonistic culture of sex and drugs and everything like that. I understand completely 

because that is disgusting. Um, but when you watch the video, you get an overwhelming sense 

of, the Islamic State, right now at least, is about war. And how could you not know that going 

there you would be putting yourself in war, and expected to fight in war, and put your kids in 

that? 

 

EA: [UI] I don’t remember everything they’re the first ones I watched, but, um, we, going there, 

I, I never, I’m not, uh, I never like was involved in those things and I didn’t [UI] so I never 

thought about [UI]. 

 

JC: So what did you expect to do? 

 

EA: [UI from 46:48-46:51] this society, where [UI] we were reading about this perfect society, 

where we have a [UI] community where everyone is really helping each other. And you go there 

and it’s like you’re brother to the next one, and they have that love and that brotherhood you 

have, you, your children are not exposed to any of these, [UI] alcohol, smoking, uh, uh, sex, uh 

uh, the partying, [UI] Trinidad have [UI from 47:28-47:41] I try my best, my children, I said I 

don’t want them to go through what I went through. Because I, for me I, um, I, I see these things, 

[UI] teachings, if you want to be somebody who’s, uh, you know being a good Muslim, [UI] 

these things. [UI] these things I say, I [UI], what this, the Khalif, he said, this is your, your, your, 

uh [UI] come to live. If you want to fight then that’s their business. If you want [UI from 48:10-

48:34]. 

 

JC: So what did you expect your profession to be when you went over there? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

Case 1:21-cr-20123-BB   Document 95   Entered on FLSD Docket 03/27/2023   Page 51 of 116



UNCLASSIFIED 

Case Number:  

Task/Disk Number: 

  

30 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 

JC: You expected to build? 

 

EA: Yeah. Um – 

 

JC: Did you, did you – 

 

EA: [UI] business owner, I [UI] I, I, anything I’m used to selling. Cars, real estate, and uh 

restaurant, a restaurant broker.  

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: So, 3 businesses, that’s like my [UI from 49:00-49:04] what I can do, what I can sell, what 

can I [UI from 49:07-49:15]. 

 

JC: I’m going to touch – 

 

EA: I [UI from 49:16-49:23] and then I work and work and work. 

 

JC: You’re very successful. 

 

EA: I-I wouldn’t say successful because I wasn’t, you know, I thought I worked hard. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: Worked so hard. I’m tired now. [UI] my children, the reason I left the states also, [UI]. It 

was me who would get up and pray in the morning before sunrise, and come back at 10 o’clock 

at night. 

 

JC: I want to touch on the video one more time and then we’re going to move on. So you showed 

“The Flames of War” to your kids before you left. 

 

EA: More like they showed me it. 

 

JC: They showed it to you? 

 

EA: So [UI] these things. I-I would come home in the night tired and sleep in the [UI] on the 

couch watching whoever showed me these things. 
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JC: You remember, you remember they showed it to you. How did, how did, why were they 

showing it to you? 

 

EA: It was my suggestion, they would have these [UI], because me I, I never you know, talk with 

these people who [UI], but it spread fast. It was [UI] – 

 

JC: So, so, I mean, but why was it spreading so fast? Because I, I mean remember in 2014, 15, 

teenagers, then where I lived, weren’t spreading that video around. That wasn’t a common thing. 

 

EA: [UI from 50:38-50:47] like someone who is doing something first time, nobody, no one was 

doing that thing. It seem like [UI from 50:52-51:12]. Some people were sincere and they thought 

it something [UI]. And then some people they just, they just saw opportunity, and they, they tried 

to abuse it by [UI]. They going to run away from where they would live, [UI from 51:30-51:38]. 

 

JC: Gotcha. 

 

SK: Let me ask one question, Emraan. In 2014, how would you have described ISIS? 

 

EA: 14? 

 

SK: Yeah. The year before you were leaving, your understanding of ISIS before you went to 

Syria, how would you describe ISIS? 

 

EA: Well, I would describe it uh, [UI from 51:58-52:12]. Because is like a promise, like a 

prophecy. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: That we, [UI from 52:16-19]. That we would have this type of community [UI from 52:23-

52:39]. People is using this as [UI from 52:40-52:45]. They always find something. One thing 

you would find for instance, was [UI from 52:47-51]. 

 

JC: So I want to go back to leaving Trinidad again, but while you’re talking about that, do you 

think that the prophecy is still being fulfilled? Or, or do you think you were mistaken and the 

prophecy was being fulfilled at that time. 

 

EA: So there is, uh, there is clearly, uh, wrong. Some [UI] did bad things. And um, so clearly. 

Anyone who was there, and that you have a little common sense, and uh, [UI]. 
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JC: What-what, I’m sorry, what about the Iraqis? 

 

EA: It was ruled by the Iraqis. 

 

JC: It was ruled by the Iraqis? 

 

EA: Yeah we [UI] had problems with, with the Syrians, and the Iraqis fighting [UI]. And uh, 

even, even the, the, the troops, the few troops [UI] that they had there, they killed them or put 

them in prisons. So [UI from 53:41-53:59]. This was made clear. And uh, a lot of people they 

stopped working for them [UI from 54:05-54:18]. 

 

JC: So, uh, when you left Trinidad and you, you know, made your way to Syria, who was your, 

was Akeel your contact for getting into Syria? And, uh – 

 

EA: But he had contact with someone who worked for the government. What’s his name? That 

uh, he gave me the number, he said this call [UI]. 

 

JC: So – 

 

EA: He was the one who, uh they have to give you a certain [UI]. The give you uh - 

 

JC: A number? 

 

EA: No, someone has to say they know and, they, they recommend you. 

 

JC: They have to vouch for you. 

 

EA: Yeah. They do. 

 

SK: A nomination. 

 

JC: To make sure – 

 

EA: [UI from 54:52-55:00]. Basically when they get to Turkey [UI], then he will give you 

directions. 

 

JC: So you eventually when to Gazi [PH] and Tepp [PH] right? And that was the last place you 

went before you crossed the border? 
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EA: They told me, they told me take that bus but, [UI]. So I just, I just took a plane. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: [UI from 55:16-55:23]. I just book a flight and we went to Gazi [PH] [UI], and um, from 

there. 

 

JC: So was border crossing dangerous, when you went from Turkey to Syria? 

 

EA: Uh, it was a little dangerous, um. The Turkish [UI] was controlling. 

 

JC: The Turkish what? 

 

EA: The Turkish [UI from 55:35-40]. 

 

JC: The army, like the tank. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 55:44-56:24] she’s heavy, she’s tired.  

 

JC: Did you ever hear stories of people getting caught running across the border from Turkey to 

Syria? Or did most people make it. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: People typically made it? 

 

EA: I don’t [UI from 56:40-56:53]. 

 

JC: So, once you got to Syria, uh, there were people from the Islamic State that met you there, 

correct? 

 

EA: Uh, yeah. 

 

JC: One-once, once you crossed over. 
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EA: Once you cross [57:00-57:08] it looks like a big school yard with the government [UI from 

57:10-57:15]. 

 

JC: How long were you separated? 

 

EA: Maybe, uh, 2 or 3 weeks. 

 

JC: Where, did, where did the women go? 

 

EA: [UI] it was a single type, uh, uh building. All the women were there because [UI from 

57:26-57:40]. 

 

JC: And all your family was there at that time then? Reunited? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: How long did you get to stay in Manvich [PH]? 

 

EA: In Manvich [PH]? We stayed there like maybe, uh, 2 or 3 months. But they insist when you 

go there when you go to Manvich [PH], that you speak with, uh, the Sharif [PH] [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: This is the training that the, the religious training. And they took us to uh, uh the place. 

Because they put us in a house, with the woman and-and us, and they have a few other people 

there [UI] that we didn’t know. They um, they took us there, and when [UI] we told them we 

can’t. We don’t know how to. [UI from 58:25-30]. 

 

JC: To Rocca [PH]? 

 

EA: [UI from 58:30-58:39]. I insist on it, I said uh, my family [UI]. 

 

JC: So, were you surprised when you found that you were going to have to go through this 

training? 

 

EA: Uh, I uh, that they forced upon me? Uh yeah. Yeah, but I knew from uh, from before that 

the [UI] did go through this training. That basically, I’m thinking, you come to live, you don’t 

need this. Uh, [UI from 59:00-59:05]. But uh for me, my family [UI], they, they give me some 
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time and they said um, that [UI from 59:11-59:25]. And then they send them to training and they 

finish the training, then they, they house them [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: They [UI]. 

 

JC: So, Akil [PH], when he was uh, over in the Islamic state before he went to training, he was, 

you know, messaging you. Did he tell you at any time that hey, you know, I’m slated for 

training. Uh, it’s mandatory for me and when you get over you’re going to have to go to training, 

too? 

 

EA: Um, [UI from 59:53-58]. It was um, it was common that if you got a, if you got a flight, and 

you [UI] training. 

 

JC: So Akil [PH] made it seem like it was optional? 

 

EA: Um, [UI] with, there was more they gave the flight and stuff so he knew for him that he 

wanted to [UI 1:00:15-1:00:20]. 

 

JC: You see where I’m getting at with this questions right,? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Because, the, you’ve got the “Flames of War” video, that, is put out by the Islamic State as 

the first major video that they put out. And it’s, it comes out right before you go. And it’s 

focused on war, and then you have people who go over, and, that you know personally, that, are 

telling you that they’re going to go to training. What could’ve given you the idea that you 

could’ve done anything other than go fight? 

 

EA: [UI 1:00:55-1:01:01]. 

 

JC: Who-who-who made it clear? 

 

EA: The [UI]. The – I ask these guys [UI]. They said [UI] they said come. [UI] come bring your 

family come to live. If you want to fight you can go fight. This was all made clear. [UI 1:01:15-

1:01:19] you want to bring your family to live come to live.  

 

JC: So, so when did find out that you were going to have to go to military training? 
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EA: When-when, when we got there um, [UI] Manvich. They came um, to the house we were 

staying. [UI] in the house, and um, it was like a, a type of prison system. They wouldn’t [UI 

1:01:36-1:01:56]. When I went to Rocca I tried to avoid it. I stayed like maybe, months, I [UI] 

get a house for my family [UI from 1:02:03-1:02:10]. I stayed like maybe 3 months in the house 

and then they [UI] house. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:02:14-1:02:17]. 

 

JC: How old was Jihad then? Fo-fifteen? 

 

EA: He was fifteen. They said fifteen was mandatory. Because – 

 

JC: Okay, he was fifteen not fourteen. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: When-when-what time of year was this? That-that you had to start training, like the summer 

of 2015? 

 

EA: [UI] um, it starting getting cold, so it would have been September. 

 

JC: September of 2015? 

 

EA: [IA]. 

 

JC: So when you went to training, uh, what did the training consist of? The-the military training. 

 

EA: The military? It was [UI from 1:02:51-1:03:11] it was like 3 weeks. The first few weeks, 

they um, they give you a weapon, no bullets, but they give you a weapon – 

 

SK: What kind of weapon? 

 

EA: Huh? 

 

SK: What kind? 
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EA: Uh… [UI]. And um, they um, [UI] in the morning, you had to go jogging [UI] that was early 

in the morning. Then [UI] they would give you the weapon and then they would um, they would 

um, go through like some, something like position, position.  

 

JC: What do you mean? 

 

EA: Like, you would um, you would see [UI] side, the back, this, this building. Another thing 

they teach you is how to take the weapon apart, clean it, put it back. Um, [UI] they teach you. 

Um, then they give you like uh, I guess uh seven bullets, and they dig up some pallets. 

 

JC: They gave you seven bullets at the end? 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI 1:04:13-1:04:29]. 

 

SK: Did you [UI]? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: You-you had experience shooting, though, prior to going to Syria, right? At least a little bit? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Hey man.  

 

UM: Hey. 

 

JC: Him and I, him and I both love, my guns. I-I was prior military, of course we’re agents now, 

and uh, I grew up hunting deer and stuff like that so. 

 

EA: Like hunting and finishing [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, man that’s like the good life right there, yeah. 

 

EA: But, no, no [UI] a make-shift, homemade shotgun. 
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JC: A makeshift homemade shotgun? 

 

SK: In Trinidad? 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI from 1:05:11-1:05:26] these things they, they were never too safe [UI]. 

 

JC: So, in the, in the whole training, they only gave you seven rounds to actually fire? 

 

EA: Yeah, [UI]. 

 

JC: Were they running low on ammunition, or…? 

 

EA: I think it’s safety. Because somebody [UI] shoot someone and kill someone. 

 

JC: Oh, that makes sense. 

 

EA: Yeah, some, some kid, young kid – he died. Yeah. Um, [UI]. 

 

JC: Did they, did they give you any, uh, like, uh training on how to – I’m-I’m just interested. Did 

they give you any training on how to, like, fight as a group? Like, like as a group. You know, 

like, tactical, uh, you know, like a team. Like ten people going in, how to, how to clear a house, 

or how to take a position, or anything like that? 

 

EA: No, no [1:06:23-1:06:39]. 

 

JC: You say what? 

 

EA: You say [UI] meaning in the name of [UI]. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: So you say [UI] and you pull the trigger, on the gun. That’s what they believe. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Yeah. That’s what, they don’t believe in [UI], told you you’re dispensable [UI]. 

 

JC: They thought that they were dispensable. 
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EA: Dispensable, yeah. 

 

JC: They thought, they thought people like you were dispensable. 

 

EA: Yeah, dispensable. Yeah, because we’re not one of the [UI] they say, don’t worry, how 

much men you need? When, when people was getting killed. Like the, like the, like the tens, and 

the twenties, and fifteens. They say oh, [UI] come out every day, we have how many you need. 

The [UI] training, [UI from 1:07:16-1:07:36]. 

 

JC: They-they were in the masjed with you?  

 

EA: No they [UI]. 

 

JC: The massacre? 

 

EA: No, it’s the training. The training camp. 

 

JC: The training, okay. Fifty or sixty people that were in the training camp. 

 

EA: [UI] and they serve with me. [UI] most of them didn’t come out. 

 

JC: Was it – this was after your training, right? What did they tell you was the purpose of the 

training? 

 

EA: The training? 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Well basically you-you train because you [UI from 1:08:02-1:08:14] 

 

JC: So when you graduated – well when you finished your training right, you said that about 

about fif- you know, shortly after, there was some kind of engagement where fifty or sixty of the 

people that you graduated with died. Was that in the Anwar Al Aki [PH] Battalion? 

 

EA: Yeah. When I was [UI] they assigned me to [UI], they assigned me to this group. I told them 

I-I can’t do it I am sick, I have issues. Because even through the training I wasn’t doing much of 

the heavy training. And I got sick in the training and end up in the hospital in [UI].  

 

JC: What kind of sick? 
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EA: [UI]. I have like, uh, low blood pressure and I have a [UI]. That’s why with the breathing, I 

[UI] enclosed space. It’s very hard for me, with the breathing. That’s why [UI] hard time with 

the breathing. I wake up I take aspirin or allergy pill. [UI from 1:09:12-1:09:24]. So, I told them 

you know, I can’t do it I’m sick. [UI] this is your job. So I went, and [UI]. 

 

JC: When you went, when you went up there? Up where? 

 

EA: Um, Shahdie [PH]. 

 

JC: Shahdie [PH]. 

 

EA: This would be like, um, it was cold, it was cold. This would be like maybe December or 

something like this. Um, 2015, 2016 [UI]. They send a lot of people they shouldn’t. They went 

over there, and they, they insist we go to fight. [UI from 1:10:02-1:10:14]. 

 

JC: How many people were in your battalion total at that time? 

 

EA: It was like, uh, it was troops. [UI] maybe like thirty or [UI]. 

 

JC: Thirty.  

 

EA:[UI from 1:10:24-1:10:40] I end up in the hospital in Shadan [PH] they took me, and then 

they did the ECG. [UI] they kept me in the hospital like 3 days, and then they send me back to 

Rocca. After that they keep [UI] me with their doctor, the [UI from 1:11:02-1:11:30 with BN]. 

 

JC: So, um, going back to the battle or the right where, you know, the large group of people in 

your battalion died. What was the objective? What were they trying to do. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:11:42-1:11:58 with BN] because you’re dispensable.  

 

JC: So what, what were they trying to do, though? 

 

EA: I think at that point, [UI from 1:12:03-1:12:13]. 

 

JC: What, what came and killed them? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:12:10-1:12:16]. 
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JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So they, they were driving in their cars to go somewhere and the gunship came in and hit all 

the cars? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:12:24-1:12:33]. 

 

JC: Where were you? 

 

EA: I was, I was in the house in [UI]. 

 

JC: Were you, were able to see what was happening? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:12:40-1:12:53]. 

 

JC: How long after you finished your training did that take place? 

 

EA: This was like um, [UI] this was um, not long. 

 

JC: It was what? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:12:59-1:13:13] 

 

JC: Had your, had your group, you know, your group of 30, had you been sent out on a mission 

or something before that point? 

 

EA: [UI]. This was [UI from 1:13:23-1:13:31]. 

 

JC: Your group what? 

 

EA: Our group didn’t go first. 

 

JC: Yes. So the first group that went out, they got massacred by this gunship, and then, you got 

scared. I think very reasonably so, right? 

 

EA: [UI] they say they send more. 
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JC: And they kept sending more? 

 

EA: Yup. [UI] some of the guys came to the hospital. Uh, and [UI]. 

 

JC: Where was Jihad during this time? 

EA: [UI] take him with me, I-I said no [UI]. But then after I was finished [UI from 1:14:14-

1:14:35]. After the-the Shari [PH], the religious course, then they took us for the military 

training. 

 

JC: So the religious course was before the military training, or after? It was before. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:14:46-1:15:03]. 

 

JC: [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:15:05-1:15:10] 

 

JC: And when you, when you broke – 

 

EA: They give you a test at the end.  

 

JC: Oh, yeah. What language, was the, was the test in. 

 

EA: It was in English [UI]. 

 

JC: It was in English? Okay, good. 

 

EA: I didn’t do great. 

 

JC: You didn’t do well? 

 

EA: They said you had to make sixty, uh percent on it to pass. Otherwise you have to [UI]. But I 

couldn’t. Every day I look at some way to get out. I couldn’t. 

 

JC: So, so what happens if you didn’t make the sixty percent? 

 

EA: [UI] the guy he just said this. He just wanted me to do better. 

 

JC: Oh okay. 
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EA: Yeah, because I-I [UI]. 

 

JC: What did he – 

 

EA: Only one person passed. [UI]. 

 

JC: Must have been a hard test. 

 

EA: Yeah. It’s like first off they try to teach you, uh, [UI] it was, it was to me it was, the [UI]. 

Even though you, it’s in English, it is very hard to describe these things [UI], so very difficult. 

 

JC: So when you broke out of the training, the religious training, how long had you been there? 

In the training. How long had been in the religious training when you broke out? 

 

EA: This one [UI] each weekend. 

 

JC: And when you broke out – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Oh so after the religious training. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:16:33-1:16:55]. 

 

JC: Ah! 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So they had, they had no idea. 

 

EA: That was a Friday, Ramadan. And I missed Ramadan [UI] with my family. I went to [UI 

from 1:17:13-1:17:24]. 

 

JC: The time that you left, they did a head count? 

 

EA: One time. 

 

JC: Wow.  
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EA: I said, I said [UI from 1:17:30-1:17:34]. 

 

JC: So then, they found you at you family’s house? 

 

EA: No, no, [UI from 1:17:38-1:18:14]. 

 

JC: Oh! 

 

EA: They said they were investigating me and [UI]. 

 

JC: I guess it came out okay, right? 

 

EA: Eventually, um, they, [UI] he’s not spying, he misses his family, he’s an old guy. And they 

say, we still have to watch him. So the next religious training they [UI]. 

 

JC: So when you went home, was Jihad already in training?  

 

EA: I’m trying to think, [UI from 1:18:39-1:18:47] they would have like a, it’s like a party where 

you invited everyone to your house. And one uh, one guy, [UI from 1:18:54-1:19:00] he like a 

big, uh, big [UI] and cooked food for everyone, so we went there. And all the Trinidadians were 

there. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: So we um, that’s where we met everyone and eat and, of course [UI] Ramaddan and enjoy, 

because we used to, like a big [UI]. And Ramadaan we [UI] – 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Everyone gets together. That’s a good time. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So, did uh, when Jihad did go to training, did he go to the like same training camp you went 

to? 
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EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Was the training camp just for English speakers or did everyone go there? 

 

EA: Everyone. 

 

JC: Everyone went there: 

 

EA: [UI from 1:19:49-1:20:12] 

 

JC: Oh, a dam? 

 

EA: A dam. It was along [UI] this huge area. This huge area. So [UI from 1:20:18-1:20:32]. 

 

JC: Uh, so, your, your battalion when you finished training was the English speaking battalion, 

right? 

 

EA: Well we had a mix. 

 

JC: You had what? 

 

EA: It was mixed. 

 

JC: It was mixed! 

 

EA: [UI] it was mixed. [Silence from 1:20:46-1:20:51]. Yes it was mixed, because it had, um, it 

had um [UI]. 

 

JC: That did not speak English? 

 

EA: Yeah. Some of them speak English and [UI]. English, if you could get by [UI from 1:21:05-

1:21:38].  

 

JC: The educated ones? 

 

EA: Generally [UI from 1:21:41-1:22:16] I have a good time. 
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JC: Yeah, everyone speaks English. I-I say that all the time, like I’d like to learn another 

language but everyone speaks English and I’m too lazy to just learn something when everyone 

speaks English. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:22:29-1:22:46]. 

 

JC: Oh gosh. How, uh – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I bet, yet, it’s been a long time. 

 

EA: It’s, a, a big mistake. [UI from 1:23:00-1:23:23]. 

 

JC: Get back to doing some construction, some farming… just family time. Um, when Jihad 

finished his training, did he join the same battalion that you were initially placed in? 

 

EA: No, [UI]. 

 

JC: [UI] whoops, I’m sorry 

 

EA: [UI from 1:23:42-1:23:57] but um I was out. By that time I was not going there I was [UI]. 

 

JC: When-when- 

 

EA: [UI] 1 months or 2 months later. 

 

JC: When would that have been? 

 

EA: Uh, that would have been like, uh, late uh, 2015. 2015, 2016. 

 

JC: Did you see, uh, after you know left the battalion and Jihad had went to training, he went to 

his own battalion and you said he-he moved after that. Did you see him much after that? 

 

EA: I had a big problem with Jihad. I had a big problem with Jihad because I was telling him he 

was hanging out with some of these guys that I was very concerned. These guys who I knew 

from Trinidad, that they {UI from 1:24:48-1:24:57] he’s a big man now. He doesn’t listen to me. 

[UI] on the street or something. But I would pass him on the street. 
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JC: Pass Jihad on the street? 

 

EA: Yeah. I’d [UI from 1:25:11-1:25:44]. 

 

JC: So about, uh, when was it would you say that Jihad left your house. Was it about when he 

finished his training? 

 

EA: Soon after. 

 

JC: Soon after he finished his training he left your house? And from that point until about 6 

months before Bagdus [PH] you almost never saw him? 

 

EA: You see [UI from 1:26:01-1:26:08]. 

 

JC: Islam? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:26:10-1:26:38]. 

 

JC: So when you sent Islam to go talk to Jihad, what, what did you ask Islam to talk to him 

about? 

 

EA: No nothing bad. But [UI]. 

 

JC: Oh okay. 

 

EA: [UI] I would be driving by and see him on the street and [UI from 1:26:52 – 1:27:00]. 

 

JC: Was Jihad – 

 

EA: [UI from 1:27:00–1:27:06]. 

 

JC: Would Jihad acknowledge you if he saw you passing? Would he say, “Hey Dad?” 

 

EA: [UI from 1:27:08-1:27:23]. 

 

SK: I want ask something real quick about that. How was, um, how was – so Jihad was 14? 

Right, at the time? 

 

EA: He was 15 actually. 
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SK: 15, ok. How was he selected to, what was the process of him being selected to, uh, go to 

training? 

 

EA: There’s no selection there. [UI from 1:27:44-1:27:49]. 

 

SK: Okay, so – 

 

EA: The one thing I remember is the [UI] of November. So that would have been, uh, maybe 

Sepetember [UI]. 

 

SK: Okay, and so yeah what was that process? So it was mandatory, so [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

SK: Then what happened? What? Explain it. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:28:09-1:28:31]. 

 

SK: And – 

 

EA: [UI from 1:28:32-1:28:27]. 

 

JC: So Ji- did Jihad want to wait until he was 15? Like, what was his mindset and what was your 

mindset. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:28:44-1:28:50]. 

 

SK: What were you telling him? What were you telling him? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:28:54-1:29:33] I-I-I-I know if I have the chance again, [UI] with a younger self, 

I could have think twice about it [UI from 1:29:38-1:29:54. 

 

JC: Mmhmm, yeah. 

 

EA: [UI 1:29:55-1:30:16]. 

 

SK: So, Emraan, you knew at one point that they’re going to come for Jihad to go to training. 

Right? Because you said it was mandatory by the time they were 15, so you knew it was going to 

happen at some point. 
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EA: It was, uh, [UI] if you tried to avoid it, or make excuse, or something – 

 

SK: Okay, so what was your conversation with Jihad leading up to – so he turns 15, you know 

this going to happen soon. Pause real quick, we’re going to do a quick security switch with these 

two gentlemen.  

 

[Background voices] 

 

JC: Do-do you want this banana? It’s a little bit ripe. But, I brought it for you. Or a bottle of 

water? 

 

EA: Banana [UI] the last time I had a banana was, um, Jason.  

 

JC: Do-do-do you- 

 

[OV from 1:31:14-1:31:20] 

 

EA: [UI] give it to Jihad. 

 

JC: Do-do-do you want me to, uh – no we have other bananas for him, too.  

 

EA: Okay well then – 

 

JC: Yeah, do you want me to peel it for you or? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: No please, go ahead, eat now. Take – yeah, take-take-take a break.  

 

[OV] 

 

SK: We can take a quick break while they’re changing out real quick.  

 

JC: Sorry that it’s so ripe. That’s about as good as we could do. 

 

EA: Actually, it’s ripe it’s good it’s awesome. 

 

JC: Good, yeah 
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[Multiple voices laughing] 

 

JC: The face shield, yeah. 

 

SK: Yeah, perfect. 

 

JC: I’m going to eat a snack, too. 

 

[Voices in background] 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: You now, what, man. Like, it’s not a problem. Um - 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I-I— 

 

EA: [UI from 1:32:31-1:32:41] so happy. 

 

JC: I have enjoyed meeting your family. I have enjoyed going down to Trinidad, your beautiful 

country, several times. And it is a beautiful place. You’re right, there’s way too much drugs and 

drinking and everything else down there, but, it’s a beautiful place and there’s good people down 

there. Nema is, she is a joy, uh, it’s just been good, good meeting them, and I’m sorry that, you 

know, you’re in this situation that you’re in. 

 

EA: Nema is um, she’s like uh, just like my mom. [UI]. But Lorry, is a good guy. And we’ve 

been friends for a long time. 

 

JC: You know Lorry [PH]? 

 

EA: Yeah [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] we used to do business. He owned a big real estate company. My construction 

company. And how do you think we decide to do business? I start doing jobs for them, when he 

buy houses we fix it up. I used to be so busy I would do the work on [UI from 1:33:54-1:34:01] 
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his sister, um, Shelly, [UI from 1:34:04-1:34:15] she paid me like $6,000. But when [UI] only 

$4,000. I said, Shelly, [UI] $4,000. She said no, no, no [UI]. I said [UI from 1:34:26-1:34:44]. 

They trust me. They trust me and they trust – they used to buy, uh, we used to buy the houses 

together. They would buy the house, I would do the work. And we would sell the house. Or rent 

it. [UI] jobs. Yeah, but, this, this, this I trust. And [UI]. 

 

JC: [UI]? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:35:09-1:35:33]. 

 

JC: What is it? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Donny McCorporal [PH] 

 

EA: McCorporal [PH]. 

 

JC: Hmm, I don’t know who that is. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So, Lorry [PH], has been keeping Nema, and your grandson Abdullah [PH]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: For a year. 

 

SK: [UI]. 

 

JC: And, because he’s keeping them. The state of New York owes him, or could pay him, $1,000 

per month to take care of them. He does not accept any money from them. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: He takes care of them out of the goodness of his heart. He’s a good man. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:36:13-1:36:20]. 
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SK: So, Emraan, we are going to take off in about 20 minutes, so I just want to talk for another 

20 minutes and then we’ll take another break, uh, while the plane takes off and we can kind of 

regroup. Leading up to Jihad turning 15, you know that this was an imminent event where he 

would go to training. What was the conversation, or conversations, that you had with Jihad about 

him eventually going to training. 

 

EA: Well, um, [UI] basically what I was telling him is [UI from 1:36:57-1:37:12]. 

 

JC: What-what-what bad advice was he getting? 

 

EA: People [UI from 1:37:15-1:37:49] push them away. 

 

SK: What was his response? 

 

EA: He, um, [UI] realize to himself [UI from 1:37:57-1:38:05] 

 

SK: At the time when you were encouraging him to stay at the house and not go to training, 

which is what you just said— 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: --what was his response? 

 

EA: [UI]? You know that Jihad was always, he-he always listen and [UI]. But we can [UI] you 

know. You hope that it gets in his head. 

 

SK: Was he scared about going to training? 

 

EA: Um, I don’t think he was scared but he was um, he was [UI] because I actually, I actually 

told him that [UI] but I’m not here [UI]. 

 

JC: So, once, once you got there, to Syria, and you saw that it was mandatory for you to go to 

training and you knew at that point what it entailed. And you knew that Jihad was going to go to 

training, too, and you knew he was too young. You know, he wasn’t ready yet. You knew that 

eventually all of your sons would have to go to training. Why didn’t you try to leave? 

 

EA: Well, at that point, [UI from 1:39:22-1:39:27]. 

 

JC: When was that? 
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EA: This was like, um, when we got there [UI] 3 or 4 months. [UI]. 

 

JC: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:39:38-1:39:48] they say that you are abandoning your religion and they, they’re 

going to kill you. [UI from 1:39:52-1:40:08]. 

 

JC: If you could have left then, would you have left? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: I want to fast forward now. This is jump all the way – 

 

EA: [UI] once I seen things that were going bad. It was really difficult because you couldn’t 

trust, you couldn’t even talk about it. Because [UI] talking about these things. [UI from 1:40:28-

1:40:38]. 

 

JC: I want to fast forward all the way to Baguse [PH], the very end, or, you had to surrender. 

Could you have surrendered at any point before you did? [break] You could have. Why didn’t 

you? 

 

EA: I-I-I [UI] 

 

JC: I-I’m sorry. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:41:01-1:41:41] and we paid him some money, I left, we left the ISIS completely, 

[UI]. 

 

JC: So what were you hoping for? Because Baguse [PH] is being, you know, just bombed to hell, 

right? It’s being destroyed? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:41:51-1:42:00]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry, who’s saying that? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Oh, the Islamic State. 
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EA: Yeah. [UI from1:42:06-1:42:35]. 

 

JC: So you were hoping that the Islamic State would be able to make a deal with SDF? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: That you would be able to stay in some protected area? 

 

EA: Yeah be able to leave [UI]. 

 

JC: Be able to leave where to one of those areas? 

 

EA: [UI]. My, my wife, [UI], [UI] cousin. 

 

JC: And who, and who would’ve gone to one of these areas, it would’ve been all Islamic State, 

correct? 

 

EA: [UI from 1:43:02-1:42:08] like a truce. [UI from 1:43:09-1:43:17] and many times, we-we-

we [UI]. 

 

JC: Did you ever hear of anyone being smuggled out successfully? 

 

EA: [break] [UI from 1:43:31-1:44:12]. 

 

JC: Wow. 

 

EA: The-the-the— 

 

JC: The secret police? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: [UI]. 

 

EA: And maybe they [UI] paid for [UI] it was so bad. In the last days [UI]. Those were the worst 

times I go through in my life. [UI from 1:44:31-1:44:58]. 

 

JC: I-I’m sorry. 
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EA: Like $50. One kilo of flour. 

 

JC: One kilo of flour for $50? 

 

EA. Yeah, yeah. So [UI from 1:45:05-1:45:13]. 

 

JC: So, what- 

 

EA: It’s it’s very bad. 

 

JC: So what convinced you to finally surrender in Baguse [PH]? 

 

EA: The last, they-they-they give uh, the last few you had to have everyone, they said c-come, 

come with me.  

 

JC: Who-who said that? 

 

EA: Eh, everyone, um, that was in, uh [UI from 1:45:34-1:45:39] they said they make some deal 

with um, with the Americans. That we all [UI]. 

 

JC: But who was saying that, the Islamic State or? 

 

EA: Yeah yeah yeah, the Islamic State. It some guy who was in charge, I see him once or twice, 

we called him [UI]. He said this time we made some deal, but I think still [UI 1:46:01-1:46:09] 

they said was still like a thousand people or something left [UI]. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: [UI 1:46:17-1:46:35]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry, [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:46:38-1:46:51]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry for that loss. 

 

EA: And, uh, [UI from 1:46:54-1:47:02]. 
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JC: I’m sorry. 

 

EA: But it was uh, very [UI from 1:47:08-1:47:39]. 

 

JC: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: Yeah, [UI]. [break] [UI from 1:47:46-1:48:03]. 

 

JC: Uh-uh, do we, do you want to close this up for takeoff, or? 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

SK: Yeah, because we’re going to take off we have to, we’re going to just take a break. I’m 

going to put the eyes and ears back on and everything [noise] and so we have a clean takeoff 

again, and once we level back off, Emraan, we’ll come back in. 

 

EA: Can I use the bathroom? 

 

JC: Oh yeah, absolutely. Please, use the bathroom. 

 

SK: Alright, you can get up here, can you get up? 

 

EA: [UI] 

 

[noise] 

 

SK: [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: [UI] 

 

[Background noise from 1:48:37-1:48:45] 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: What’s that? Oh yeah. 
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[Background noise from 1:48:53-1:49:05] 

 

[End of Part 1 Recording at 01:49:05] 

 

[Beginning of Part 2 Recording at 00:00:00] 

 

[Background noise] 

 

SK: We’re going to talk for another hour and then you can go back to sleep. 

 

EA: Okay. 

 

SK: Okay, alright. So you’re [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah, yeah, yeah. Fine. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Okay, okay hold on. Hold on. Hold on. We’ll get your eyes off. Just a sec. Just a sec. 

   

[Background noise from 0:22-0:45] 

 

JC: Sorry to wake you up, soon you’ll be able to sleep for a long time, I promise.  

 

EA: It’s okay. 

 

JC: Is it, uh – 

 

UM: [UI]. 

 

JC: Was it hard or easy to sleep in the prison in Syria? 

 

EA: Uh, in Syria? 

 

JC: Yeah. 
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EA: Um [UI and background noise]. 

 

JC: You didn’t sleep that much? 

 

EA: No. [UI from 1:07-1:13]. Jihad can sleep. 

 

JC: Jihad sleeps well? Good, well, he’s a teenage boy. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: [laughter] 

 

EA: I wake up at the smallest noise. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I’m the same way, it’s hard for me to sleep. And, like, this, is good sleeping. You know 

you’ve got a nice home, and, well except for us bothering you [laughter]. You know, you’ll be 

able to sleep well. 

 

EA: At least, on this, uh, you guys [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: This time especially. 

JC: Did- 

 

EA: [UI from 1:46-1:51]. 

 

JC: Do you need a water? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] a bunch of trouble. 
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JC: No, you are no trouble at all. No trouble at all.  

 

[Background noise from 2:00-2:06]. 

 

JC: Here, here let me open it for you. Yeah. The cap was on there tight. 

 

SK: [UI and laughter]. 

 

[Background noise 2:14-2:30]. 

 

JC: Here. Just let us know whenever you want to drink okay, it’s no trouble at all, seriously. I 

don’t mind.  

 

SK: Alright, Emraan. Begin uh, we’re just going to try to go over some things in detail, and 

that’s the point. Is just getting down to the detailed things, so, when you answer questions, use 

full names of people. Don’t refer to them as their position, like when you said earlier, like, Imam 

– you were talking about Nazaeem [PH]. So just say Nazeem  [PH]. Okay? Um, you can say 

Nazeem Mohammed [PH] if you want. So we know, when you, when you said Hasim [PH], say, 

“Hasim Luqeman [PH]” okay? Use, use full names, okay? Try to be detailed as possible. 

 

JC: [UI]. 

 

SK: Um, and then again, as I said, as I said before, you must be truthful with everything, and, 

what I mean by that is, tell the truth. And also don’t withhold any information. You need to make 

sure you’re telling us the whole picture. Okay? This is going to help you in the long run and it’s 

also going to most likely benefit Jihad, okay? Um, do you want to start? 

 

JC: Yeah, I’ll start. So, uh, you know we talked about Jihad, we talked about you going to 

training. Nema, uh, excuse me, Jihad going to training. Uh, Nema – was she staying with you 

during this time when you were going to training? You started you’re your battalion? 

 

EA: She was in my home and all the kids were there.  

 

JC: All the kids together in one? And then you stayed close by, right? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: You stayed close by? Right? You know, you–you-you didn’t go far away from them for a 

long period of time.  
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EA: No we lived in the same house. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So – 

 

EA: I never went far away from them except for training. 

 

JC: Right, so, Nema, being the age that she was, being attractive like she is, she attracted a lot of 

interested from suitors, correct? 

 

EA: Uh, over there it’s [UI] because they’re all covered up. You don’t see anything. 

 

JC: They cover it up? Oh-oh, oh because they’re covered up. Right. 

 

EA: Yeah they’re all covered up. So you can’t really see, uh, [UI from 4:51-4:59]. 

 

JC: Did-did, uh- 

 

EA: Especially from Trinidad [UI from 5:02-5:08] just the eyes. 

 

JC: Did-did, did, the guys know, like, how old she was and that she was your daughter and so 

forth? Basically did they know that you had a 14-15 year old daughter? 

 

EA: People [UI] used to comment on this, you know, [UI from 5:24-5:43]. 

 

JC: Yeah, understand. Um, how did guys show their interest in Nema? 

 

EA: Um, no one really asks that. So they, [UI from 5:53-6:09]. 

 

JC: But the, I mean, with the men, who are interested in Nema, I mean of course not knowing 

she looked like, but knew that she was of age and that she was single, how did they go about 

showing their interest to either getting to know her or marrying her? Did they come to you? 

 

EA: Um, most of them are really shy [UI] - 
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[End of Part 2 Recording at 00:06:34] 

 

[Beginning of Part 3 Recording at 00:00:00] 

 

EA: [UI], we had the cousins over there. So, the other cousins and stuff [UI from 0:05-0:13]. 

 

JC: Was that normal for people to go to the brothers, younger brothers, that were, you know, 

Jihad at this time was fifteen, uh, Islam is eleven. Why would they go to them and not go to you? 

As the father? 

 

EA: Jihad had [UI] like people, everyone that have ADD, except they’re nineteen, so they, they 

had [UI 0:35-0:44]. 

 

JC: So what would Jihad tell them then if they were interested in Nema? 

 

EA: Most of the time I didn’t even know. Just sometimes he comes to me [UI from 0:53-0:59]. 

 

JC: Was there ever a time where, uh, a man met Nema, and did not have your approval? 

 

EA: Met with Nema? 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Not that I know of.  

 

JC: So, if a man wanted to meet with Nema, he had to get your approval, right? 

 

EA: Uh, because she was [UI from 1:15-1:20].  

 

JC: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: If I don’t know, I don’t know, so, there could be a time, that uh, she [UI] to go shopping 

instead. It happens and I-I don’t know. Because, um, if I know I would try to [UI]. 

 

JC: So who was the first man to show interest in Nema that you allowed Nema to meet? 

 

EA: Um, the first person was a [UI] some guy named, uh, [UI], uh [UI from 1:49-2:08]. Like 

girlfriend/boyfriend. [UI] but like, uh [UI] why communicate interest now? [UI] was like, uh, 
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girlfriend/boyfriend, and uh, over there, it’s [UI]. In, in, uh, in-in ISIS, they would um, she 

would have uh, [UI from 2:30-2:37]. 

 

JC: So what does it mean to be boyfriend and girlfriend in the Islamic State? What-what does, 

what does that, what does that mean? Like, what does it mean to be boy- because in the United 

States, if you’re boyfriend and girlfriend, you go out on dates, in public, hold hands, show 

affection, you-you spend time with each other, sometimes without the parents there. In the 

Islamic State, what does it mean to be boyfriend and girlfriend? What, what do they do? 

 

EA: You have to be an undercover item. 

 

JC: You have to be what? 

 

EA: You have to- everything have to be hidden. [UI] going on for a little while. I-I-I didn’t 

know. [UI from 3:12-3:44] when she said she was interested I said [UI from 3:45-4:03]. 

 

JC: Do you consider- [OV with EA] do you consider- 

 

EA: [UI from 4:05-4:11] your daughter or-or, anyone [UI from 4:15-4:19]. 

 

JC: So, your, your wife, do you consider her to be a good Muslim woman? 

 

EA: Absolutely [UI]. 

 

JC: Why-why would she keep this from you? You know you said you were the last to find out, 

that it came through the grapevine, that it came through the wife, and that it has-your wife, it has 

been going on for a while before you found out. Why would she keep that from you? 

 

EA: I don’t think she kept it. She [UI 4:40-5:10]. I told her, I said, listen to me, she can’t have a 

boyfriend [UI]. It will get me in trouble. So I say [UI from 5:19-5:50]. 

 

JC: Sorry – can you, I’m having a hard time hearing. 

 

EA: Because of the [UI from 5:54-6:10]. 

 

JC: Could you have said no to the marriage? 

 

EA: Huh? 
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JC: Could you have said no to the marriage? Did she require your permission to get married? 

 

EA: Um, she [UI] you couldn’t, as the father, um, I’m trying to remember Islamic law. I think I 

could stop it and say no. 

 

JC: You could have said no? 

 

EA: Yeah, yeah. Yeah. But there’s always ways around it though, but, um. The reason I didn’t 

say no is I, I [UI] I didn’t want to. You know – because you know from experience, [UI] you 

have your wife and [UI] you go home and [UI] the young people and, she was very much into, 

into Nema. She’s uh, [UI] you know Nema. She’s very secretive. She don’t talk much. And she, 

if she wants something, it’s hers. 

 

JC: So when you found out that she liked Abdul Abdallah [PH], you of course wanted learn more 

about this man, right? What, what did you learn about him? 

 

EA: I went and see him and talked to him. I [UI] information. 

 

JC: Like what? 

 

EA: He’s um, at that time he was studying. He was studying, um, [UI from 7:40-7:50]. Even 

after he and Nema get together [UI from 7:52-7:57]. 

 

JC: Where, where was he studying to be a doctor? 

 

EA: [UI from 8:00-8:14]. 

 

JC: So, uh, what other qualities did you like about Abdul Abdallah [PH]? Did, did, was his 

position in the Islamic State to be a student? Or did he have another position as part of… 

 

EA: [UI from 8:28-8:50]. 

 

JC: Was his understanding of Islam in accordance with what you liked? 

 

EA: Yes, yeah, yeah. It was more than I discussed. Of course everyone things that you don’t 

want to be with. But generally, yeah, he was um, good [UI]. 

 

JC: How old was he when they, uh, got married? 
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EA: [UI from 9:15-9:22] pretty much around that age. 

 

JC: And after they got married, um, did Nema go to live with him? 

 

EA: I gave her the option that she could stay there, because, she stayed there sometimes. And, 

uh, she would go with him sometimes. She said she wanted to stay with him. 

 

JC: She-she stayed with him? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Right. 

 

EA: In the beginning she stayed sometimes with us, uh, but yeah. Sometimes. I’m not going to 

get involved with [UI]. 

 

JC: Do remember about how much time it was after they got married before you got your 

grandson? 

 

EA: I guess I would say a year. 

 

JC: Yeah. Those things tend to happen quickly. 

 

EA: Huh? 

 

JC: I said those things tend to happen quickly. You know, the babies, and the grandbabies come 

quickly after marries. I can speak for myself. 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. How- did she seem happy with him? With Abdullah [PH]? With Abdul Abdullah 

[PH]? 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI]. Nema you know she likes to be in charge. 

 

JC: She- Nema likes to be in charge? 

 

EA: Yeah. I used to be, I used to be [UI]. Because she would [UI]. 
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JC: So did they stay close to you the whole time? 

 

EA: Her mother understand [UI]. She reminded Nema. She [UI] so much [UI from 10:43-10:46]. 

Yeah, so this I was happy for her of course. But I was, I was not [UI] he was like [UI from 

10:53-58]. 

 

JC: So you-you, sorry go ahead. 

 

SK: Did you meet Nema’s, um, Nema’s husband’s parents? 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: No, no. 

 

SK: No? You never met – 

 

EA: [UI] [OV with SK]. 

 

JC: They’re in England. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Oh, they’re in England.  

 

EA: They’re in England. 

 

SK: Okay. 

 

EA: Yeah. But she [UI]. 

 

JC: So, this is something you’ll be interested in. Uh, Nema has been in close contact with, um, 

Abdul Abdullah’s [PH] parents. They’ve, uh, helped her by providing. 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

JC: Yes, yes in England. 
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EA: But she used to communicate to them even in ISIS. 

 

SK: Okay. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: That’s – they sent her a phone? Uh, because when she came to the United States she didn’t 

have a phone. She didn’t have hardly anything, and uh, so they sent her a phone. And they, face-, 

you know they talk each other, face-to-face over the phone, um, many times. I can’t remember… 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I think they may have come to visit. I can’t, I can’t be sure, but I think they’ve come to visit 

to see her and little Abdullah. They’re, they’re very close they talk a lot. 

 

EA: So when I [UI] I saw good things I liked. He’s very [UI from 12:13-12:22]. He was very 

educated, so I was very impressed. Even I talked to the guy who’s teaching him [UI] a friend of 

mine, he’s from, um, South Africa. He’s a guy name, uh [UI], he couldn’t stop, uh, saying nice 

things about him. 

 

JC: So let me ask you, going back to when the relationship started, given that Nema walked 

around covered up all the time, right? How did it come to pass, uh, that Abdullah [PH], excuse 

me, Abdul Abdullah [PH], and Nema started the relationship in the first place? The boyfriend 

and girlfriend. Like how did he choose her out of any of the other? 

 

EA: [UI from 13:01-13:10]. 

 

JC: Oh he, like likes him. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: So, um, this [UI] they exchange photos. 

 

JC: They exchanged photographs? 

 

EA: On the phone. 
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JC: Oh, on the phone. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: So he had a phone, she had a phone. 

 

EA: This is when I investigated a lot [UI]. 

 

JC: Uh huh. 

 

EA: And I told him anymore of the time I was around there [UI from 13:41-13:46]. 

 

JC: How-how did they get each other’s phone numbers? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Okay. So, when-when you found out that – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: When you found out that you were left out of all this in the beginning were you angry? What 

was your response? 

 

EA: That it, it was wrong. [UI] all the kids do, they were joking and making fun about it. Um, 

but I was um, you know I was [UI]. But [UI from 14:12-14:16]. Nema didn’t like it [UI] because 

she would be like treated, you know like this. [UI] said that um she wanted the best for her. 

 

JC: Yeah, but in the end once you got to know Abdul Abdullah [PH], and got to know what he 

was like and then his education, you approved, right? 

 

EA: I mean uh, you know, it was what it was at that point, is was too far. And they had a 

relationship. I guess, I guess, [UI]. 

 

JC: Was there a ceremony? 

 

UM: [UI] 

 

JC: Was there a ceremony? 
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EA: Was there a ceremony, they [UI]. 

 

JC: Who signs, who signs the paper? 

 

EA: They both did. You just have to go to, to this like office. You sign the paper and then what 

happened is, um, [UI] they take you to do the paperwork and [UI from 15:03-15:10]. 

 

JC: Did you as the – 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Did you as the father have to sign the paper, too? 

 

EA: No. [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, that makes sense. 

 

EA: Yeah, yeah. [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. Did you want to- 

 

SK: Did he give you anything in return? 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

SK: He didn’t give you any money or food or? 

 

JC: Like a dowry or anything like that? 

 

EA: It’s not like [UI] something. And um… 

 

JC: Oh he’s supposed to give her something? 

 

EA: And this is, [UI from 15:46-15:51] agreed on with them, I didn’t even know, so um. So they 

had an agreement [UI from 16:00-16:06]. 

 

JC: Did you want to ask any more about that? [Pause] So, uh, moving on. When, you know, after 

you, after you, uh, got your discharge, right? From the katiba [PH], uh. First of all, you know in 
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the katiba [PH] you had an ID card, right? An ID card was issued for the katiba [PH]. Once you 

were discharged from the katiba [PH], did you lose your ID card? 

 

EA: No they, they give it to me but it don’t last long. Usually like three months or something like 

this.  

 

JC: So you have to continually renew it [OV with EA] 

 

EA: [UI] it used to be, uh, longer. But now they made it like, uh, they made uh one month or two 

months [UI from 16:46-52] this time they make it like six months [UI]. What they did is, um, 

when they discharge you they give you a paper, and tell you [UI]. And they would reassign you. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: So when you were in the katiba [PH] did you receive a stipend for your family and you? 

How much was the stipend? 

 

EA: Um, I think it was only like about [UI]. 

 

JC: 200 U.S. dollars? 

 

EA: Yeah, what happened is uh, [UI from 17:19-17:24] – 

 

JC: I-I, I’m sorry – 

 

EA: I think I was given 35 dollars. 

 

JC: 35 dollars per adult? 

 

EA: Month. Per month. And the children, um, the children was like, um [UI]. 

 

JC: Per child? 

 

EA: Yeah [UI from 17:40-17:48]. 

 

JC: Oh, oh so like a one-time lump sum for you when you finished your training? 
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EA: They give you [UI] when you go to the training [UI]. 

 

JC: I see, yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 17:57-18:03]. 

 

JC: Did you keep your stipend after you were discharged from the battalion? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Did you ever get that back again? 

 

EA: Uh, no. I was, I was always doing something like, uh, buying or selling something.  

 

JC: Okay, so, when you left the battalion, what did you do next? Did you immediately open a 

shop somewhere, or? 

 

EA: [UI from 18:26-18:33] buying and selling or, I get, I get a car [UI from 18:37-18:50]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry, could you – 

 

EA: I sold used clothing. 

 

JC: A used toilet? 

 

EA: Used clothing. 

 

JC: Oh, used clothing. 

 

EA: Shoes, uh sneakers and all that. The Syrians they don’t know the name brands.  

 

JC: Oh. 

 

EA: That’s why I go through them and get the name brands. And buy cheap from them. And the 

[UI from 19:07-19:11]. 

 

JC: The people that know. 

 

EA: Yes. 
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JC: Smart. 

 

EA: Yes. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: So I used to [UI] but after the Syrians got smart, and they learned what we, what we like. 

 

JC: How long were you in Rocca [UI]? How long were you in Rocca [UI] from when to when? 

Like, from what month, and year to what month and year? 

 

EA: I think like uh, um, like, we came back March, few months [UI]. 

 

JC: June? 

 

EA: June, July.  

 

JC: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: And um, we finish our training like September, October. Um, so like, and then after [UI]. 

 

JC: [UI] you’ll be 20- 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: It should be 2016, right? Becase you got to Syria in 2015? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: So, the next year you were in Rocca [PH]? 2016? 

 

EA: Yeah, and then after the [UI]. 

 

JC: So how long were in Rocca [PH], when, when did Rocca [PH] start to get bad? When did 

you leave? 

 

EA: [UI from 20:15-34]. 
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JC: So in Rocca [PH], you were, buying clothes, uh, buying good name brand clothes and 

reselling it Westerners for a higher price? Did you do this out of your house? Or did you have a 

shop? 

 

EA: No, no. This happened when people would know I was there. It was like, uh, anything like 

attachments for weapons I would try to get. 

 

JC: Attachments for like scopes? 

 

EA: Yeah. Anything like that, that [UI]. What they liked. Anything they don’t want, Chinese. 

[UI]. 

 

JC: So what all, what all kinds of things would you buy and sell? So, clothing, scopes… 

 

EA: Cars, motorbikes. 

 

JC: Cars? 

 

EA: Motorbikes. 

 

JC: Motorbikes? 

 

EA: Yeah. [UI from 21:21-21:57]. 

 

JC: Would you do the work at your house on the cars and the weapons? Did, would you work at 

your house or did you have a shop. 

 

EA: Not like that. I take it to people who I think [UI]. [UI from 22:08-22:27]. 

JC: How did people know to go to you to buy things? Were you just well known as someone, 

was it word of mouth? How, how did people know to come to you to buy a car or a bike or a 

scope? 

 

EA: I think it was just uh word of mouth [UI from 22:40-22:48] too expensive, can you reduce 

the price? And [UI from 22:49-23:02]. 

 

JC: What about weapons? There had to be a really good weapons market, right? Like, what, what 

kind of guns did people like to buy and sell? 
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EA: Well again, um, the foreigners like, uh, fancy weapons. The [UI] were, there was people 

who was in this business, uh, [UI from 23:16-23:21] good weapons and like, uh there was one 

guy in [UI]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry who? 

 

EA: There was one South African guy. We called him Abu Akhman [PH]. 

 

JC: Abu Akhman [PH]? 

 

EA: Yeah, he used to repair weapons, the weapons. He was like the weapons guy. So it was hard, 

it was hard to get, you know, good weapons [UI] to sell the stuff. This [UI] if someone needs 

money, quick, for something that they’ve got [UI]. But even then you have to be careful because, 

um, some people would take the weapons from, uh, from ISIS, and sell it. Then you get [UI]. 

 

JC: Oh, so. If someone was issued a weapon from training, and if they sold it to you, then you 

could get in trouble for having that weapon that was issued to them? How did you avoid getting 

in trouble? 

 

EA: You have to be very careful, because, they, they were very [UI] on this. And then eventually 

we made a [UI from 24:16-24:30]. 

 

JC: What were some of the like, most desired weapons that you sold? Like what brands? 

 

EA: Uh, well the thing that everybody would want is like, uh, like what [UI] a Glock. 

 

JC: A Glock. 

 

EA: Or like, uh, if you [UI from 24:46-24:51] these are the type of things.  

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Or like uh, the best scope they had was like a Bushnell [PH] or something like this. And this 

was like [UI]. The people who was doing this business, and, when, when they were [UI from 

25:06-25:15] someone that was killed. His wife, he has these things. That’s why [UI]. Sometimes 

she don’t know the value, so you make her an offer, [UI from 25:24-25:30]. 

 

JC: How much money do you think you made? Talking about, you know, buying things and then 

reselling them. 
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EA: It’s hard to tell because I was [UI from 25:36-25:40]. We were a used business. We 

wouldn’t like [UI from 25:41-25:01]. 

 

JC: Yeah.  

 

EA: Yeah. [UI from 26:05-26:08]. In some place, uh, it’s hard to tell. Because sometimes you go 

like, uh, a whole two weeks, you didn’t sell nothing. But sometimes you would just like, you 

know. You get something like you sell and you make $50. 

 

JC: Were – 

 

EA: It’s a lot of money there.  

 

JC: Oh, oh yeah in, Syria yeah. 

 

SK: Okay, okay. What was like the highest amount that you ever sold anything for there? What 

was your highest transaction? 

 

EA: Hard to say. 

 

SK: 50? 

 

EA: 50, and [UI]? 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. I did some bad things, too. [UI from 26:43-26:48]. 

 

JC: I’m, I’m sorry, I’m having a hard time hearing. 

 

EA: Like, [UI] cars, you know. Cars is something you know, people don’t know how hard 

something [UI]. You know? I try to be a good [UI from 26:56-27:09]. 

 

SK: 200? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

SK: Yeah. 
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JC: How much would a Glock sell for over there? 

 

EA: Over there, in the, in the, in the [UI] times, these Glocks would sell like, uh, 2,000 bucks. 

 

JC: $2,000! 

 

EA: Yeah, like. 

 

JC: Wow! How much, did it get more expensive over time? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Oh, wow. So who’s – 

 

EA: I think it was, uh, [UI from 27:34-27:37] everything was then normal price. 

 

JC: Who could afford a $2,000 Glock? Were there soldiers that could afford that? 

 

EA: [UI from 27:43-27:48]. 

 

JC: Wow. 

 

EA: And some of them, it was [UI from 27:50-28:10]. 

 

JC: Wow. [Laughter] Yeah. 

 

SK: How many- 

 

EA: [UI from 28:13-28:30]. 

 

SK: How many guns or gun parts did you buy and sell? 

 

EA: Not too many because, um, this guy [UI] – 

 

SK: Give me an estimate. 

 

EA: [UI]? Let’s see, maybe, um. If, if I had to guess, maybe four or five. 
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SK: Oh, okay. 

 

EA: But, um, this guy, [UI] he didn’t like it. 

 

JC: I’m sorry say that again. 

 

EA: So this guy [UI] he didn’t like [UI]. 

 

JC: He would [OV with SK] the deals? 

 

EA: He [UI from 28:59-29:06]. He had a place where he was repairing the stuff, so [UI]. 

 

SK: He’d sell it for pretty cheap and get a lot of business. 

 

EA: Yeah, yeah, he had, uh, he had a lot of, uh, uh [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 29:20-29:27]. 

 

JC: Was there, uh, a consistent supplier that you had? Someone that you would go to consistently 

to buy cheap goods and then resell them higher? Just whoever you found? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: That had things? 

 

EA: Yes. 

 

JC: So after you left Rocca [PH], uh, where did you go next? 

 

EA: Uh, [UI from 29:43-29:49]. 

 

JC: Were you able to keep doing the same thing there? 

 

EA: There it was, there it was a little hard. Because [UI from 29:54-30:26] get scarce, I tell them, 

we should raise the price now. So I started [UI from 30:32-30:37] to buy some stuff. [UI from 

30:38-30:48]. 
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JC: Yeah. At what point could you no longer operate business anymore? At what point did things 

get so bad in Syria that you couldn’t operate your business anymore.  

 

EA: They didn’t have anything to sell. 

 

JC: I’m sorry. 

 

EA: They didn’t have anything to sell. There was nothing. The people was, uh, [UI from 31:07-

31:15]. 

 

JC: At-at what point was that? Like, what- 

 

EA: This was like, uh, I would say, maybe happen a year before, uh, before the end.  

 

JC: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: And, [UI] getting down to the, uh, like the last, maybe two months [UI]. If you had 

something maybe you could exchange for something.  

 

JC: So I’m asking, at what, was there any point that… 

 

EA: [UI from 31:42-31:49] 10,000 Syrian lira used to be 3,000.  

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Mmhmm. So, when, uh, near the end, near Bagdhu’s [PH], um, Islam was starting to get to 

that age where they would have required him to be involved. Did they ever, did Islam ever, you 

know, have to go out with the katiba [PH]? Did he have to go to training? Anything like that? 

 

EA: So it was uh, wasn’t [UI], it was just [UI]. 

 

JC: Did he ever get caught up in anything? 

 

EA: Well he’s young of course, well I mean. Caught up in, uh, in uh, [UI] we had to leave when 

[UI]. 

 

JC: The bike broke down. 
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EA: Yeah, he, um, it was my bike and he had it and he was riding crazy [UI]. So if he broke 

something I told him, I said, go over to [UI] and we have to leave because [UI from 32:32-

32:59]. 

 

JC: How, how did he get out? 

 

EA: He [UI] his brother. 

 

JC: He was with Jihad? 

 

EA: Yeah. He stayed with them and [UI]. 

 

JC: How, how did they get out then? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: I’m-I’m sorry- 

 

EA: They made a deal, like [UI], after, after some type of discipline they made a deal, so that 

they could [UI]. This was, uh, this was [UI from 33:21-33:46]. 

 

JC: I forget what, what my next question was. Do you have anything? 

 

SK: No. [UI]. 

 

EA: The last, the last year, I say was just [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: You move some place, and [UI from 34:02-34:49] the housing was so hard. Every time it 

got harder. You couldn’t find anywhere to live. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: Yeah. Yeah, we had to just sleep in the cards, sleep, [UI]. Sometime you know, you get 

somewhere to stay overnight, you go the next day, you, you break open some house, you have 

some with people [UI]. The last year it was one place to the next. One [UI]. 
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JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: It was very different. [UI]. 

 

JC: I’m sorry say that again. 

 

EA: Each step it got worse. 

 

 JC: Each step it got worse. 

 

SK: Yeah. Really deteriorated, deteriorated quickly, yeah? So we know from what Jihad had told 

us, told the other Jason before, he saw some pretty good action at one point. He saw, he was in a 

fight. In a firefight. When you heard about that, what was your reaction?  

 

EA: Jihad, I didn’t really know. I [UI]. I never really followed up with him. Because I, I, [UI] if 

you’re asking me to tell you that, I think that pushed him away. [UI] make my decision I guess 

[UI]. So I [UI] from time to time people would say what Jihad is – 

 

SK: Did he tell you? Did he tell you personally? 

 

EA: [UI]. I guess I would see him come to the house [UI] if I opened the door. Uh – 

 

UM: [UI] 

 

EA: [UI] spend time with them. He would stop to come see his brothers and sisters. Nema, she 

loved him. She was always [UI] to him. He would come and [UI from 36:34-36:40]. Me? I-I, he 

don’t want to listen, I [UI from 36:45-36:48]. 

JC: One more and then I want to get to the letter, maybe? 

 

SK: And the photos? 

 

JC: Yeah, yeah. Um, so you were saying earlier about people would like send money, so, when 

people send money from Trinidad, how-how did that go through. If you wanted to receive 

money, because you did receive money from, some assets that you sold that you put in control 

from, you know people in Trinidad, you said. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: How-how, how was that money sent to you?  
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EA: I didn’t receive [UI] I receive my money [UI]. But, um, the people in Trinidad [UI]. I think 

they, they claim ownership, for everything. 

 

JC: So they never sent you your money?   

 

EA: I got [UI]. 

 

SK: Didn’t you have a taxi? 

 

EA: What? 

 

SK & JC: Taxi? 

 

EA: Uh, like that worked? I had like a, [UI] I would give [UI] people, I give them the, the 

vehicle. I said pay me every month. Like this. And some people [UI] and then they knew I 

wasn’t there, they’d stop paying. Sometimes the money came I didn’t [UI] or we had to use the 

[UI]. So it- 

 

JC: So, who did, who did you tell to do this? Who was supposed to send you the money? 

 

EA: [UI], um and he [UI] send me someone. 

 

JC: Who? Who? 

 

EA: It was um- 

 

JC: Who? 

 

EA: There was one guy named, uh, Cursy [PH]. 

 

JC: Cursy [PH], who is he? What’s his real name? 

 

EA: Um, [UI from 38:13-38:25]. But he, I give him some of my good business because he’s 

[UI]. 

 

SK: Where does he live in Trinidad? 

 

EA: [Pause from 38:32-38:35] Diego Martin. 
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JC: Diego Martin? 

 

EA: Yeah.  

 

JC: And you don’t know – 

 

EA: [UI] he came up here in, um, 2017. That is when it, it stopped. We had people was uh 

assisting him and stuff and I think these people they, [UI from 38:50-39:01] there’s people here 

that will give you, um, a name. And, um, you have to say like Emraan [UI] express – 

 

SK: Mmhmm. 

 

EA: [UI] from Trinidad they had [UI from 39:08-39:14] so you couldn’t get much money. And, 

um, and um [UI from 39:19-29:] and then the guy here would give you the [UI] he would charge 

you. He would charge you like 10 percent [UI]. So you lose a [UI]. Of course if you bring 

Trinidad [UI] you, you have 100,000, Trinidadian you get [UI]- 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI] you maybe get $50. 

 

JC: Fifty- did you every act as this intermediary? Did people ever send to you to give to someone 

else? 

 

EA: No. No I didn’t. [UI from 39:51-40:04] this is the name- 

 

JC: So who-who who is the name for you? Like, if someone wanted to send you like a cosi [PH] 

to send money to you, who would he send money to, to then get to you? 

 

EA: [UI] guy every time, he give you a new name. 

 

JC: A different name every time? Do you remember any of the names? 

 

EA: Let me see. Arab names, uh, Turkish names. And, um, [UI] Arabic [UI]. 

 

JC: I was thinking about earlier, you were talking about the Glock that you sold for $2,000, 

which just blows my mind. I wish I could sell a Glock for $2,000!  
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EA: I-I-I-I- 

 

JC: Yeah, yeah, no, yeah. You sold it. 

 

EA: This is more for, uh- 

 

JC: Oh, excuse me. 

 

EA: Yeah, yeah. 

 

JC: Oh. 

 

EA: But this, [UI]. 

 

JC: I see. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Uh, what, did-did you ever- 

 

EA: [UI] $500 or something. 

 

JC: Yeah, yeah. 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Did you ever get a good gun for Jihad or for yourself or anything like that? 

 

EA: No, uh, I had at one time a good weapon [UI] myself, and uh, Jihad [UI]. 

 

JC: What was it?  

 

EA: [UI] it’s uh, [pause], old style [UI]. 

 

JC: It was a rifle? 

 

EA: Yeah. Old style rifle. But it was nice. And, um [UI from 41:23-41:38]. 

 

JC: How much just Jihad owe you for that rifle? [OV with EA] 

Case 1:21-cr-20123-BB   Document 95   Entered on FLSD Docket 03/27/2023   Page 104 of 116



UNCLASSIFIED 

Case Number:  

Task/Disk Number: 

  

83 

UNCLASSIFIED 

 

 

EA: - [UI] they took the weapon and then Jihad said don’t take my weapon, I need it. But they 

wouldn’t give it. 

 

JC: How much would it have sold for? 

 

EA: $1500. 

 

JC: $1500? 

 

SK: Wow. Wow. 

 

JC: Yeah. Hey, Emraan, um – 

 

SK: What is it? 

 

EA: Probably about $1500. 

 

SK: Do you to open this? 

 

JC: Yeah. No, no, no, the uh. Uh, yeah. N-no-no we’ll just show him some pictures. We’ve got a 

couple pictures to show you. 

 

SK: Just one, really. 

 

JC: Uh, you’ve got one and I’ve got one. 

 

SK: Oh, got it. 

 

JC: We just want you to know if you know who these people are. 

 

SK: You recognize him? [Pause from 42:15-42:20] You can hold it, sorry. [Pause from 42:21-

42:33]. 

 

JC: Yeah, yeah. [UI] just of her. 

 

SK: Oh, okay. 

 

JC: Uh, yeah. That [UI]. 
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EA: I’m trying to remember who this is, but um, but noth-nothing, uh, ISIS. [UI] [Pause from 

42:44-42:49]. [UI from 42:50-42:54]. 

 

JC: You don’t know? I’ve got, one more picture here to show you. 

 

SK: That’s um, that’s him right now. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

SK: Um, hold on. [Pause] I’m going to have you write [Pause from 43:07-43:18]. Just write ‘no’ 

if you do not recognize them, write ‘no’, and just write your name. [Pause from 43:26-38]. Okay, 

no problem. 

 

EA: [UI from 43:39-43:42]. 

 

SK: Yeah.  

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

SK: Either. [Pause from 43:48-43:54] Okay. 

 

JC: Alright, and then, this is on my phone so it might be hard to see. Do you know who this 

person is? [Pause from 44:00-44:09]. 

 

EA: I think, I think, uh in the ISIS. I’m not sure. But, uh, the one guy, uh with the beard, he looks 

[UI]. But if I had to guess, [UI] I can see, it would look like it’s someone named, uh, Abu, uh, 

Abu [UI]. 

 

JC: Can you say that again? 

 

EA: Someone named Abu Radwan [PH]. He looks like him.  

 

JC: Abu Radwan [PH]? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Where would you know him from? 
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EA: Uh, I-I see that he used to be in, uh, ISIS. 

 

JC: You don’t remember where you saw him though, or? 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

JC: From-from what, like, from where you recognize him? Was he on- 

 

EA: If, if that’s him, that’s the closest person. [Pause] [UI] it’s hard, to uh, uh [UI] because, uh, I 

think he has a long beard. Uh, if that, that’s him. Yeah. He was in, um, well, the last time I see 

him, was in [UI], um six months.  

 

JC: Did he speak English? 

 

EA: Yeah. He spoke perfect English. 

 

JC: Perfect English? 

 

EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Do you know where he’s from? 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

JC: Do you know where he’s from. 

 

EA: He’s uh, he might be, [UI] um, Somalia. 

 

JC: Somalia? 

 

EA: And Kenya. And he used to be [UI]. 

 

JC: Do you know if he’s, do you know if he’s [OV with EA]- 
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EA: He came from the UK, and um, America and Canada and stuff. The, the Somalians and um, 

they speak [UI]. 

 

JC: Do you know if he’s still alive? 

 

EA: I did see him. The last time I saw him was, like, before Bagdhu [PH] so – 

 

JC: Before Bagdhu? So you don’t know if he- 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: You’re talking about if he died you didn’t hear about it? Okay, thank you. 

 

SK: Okay. Sorry, real quick. I know you said you didn’t recognize- I know you said you didn’t 

recognize the photo. I’m going to say his name, and see if you recognize the name. 

 

EA: Okay. 

 

SK: Abu Abdallah Al Amaki [PH] 

 

EA: No. 

 

SK: No? Okay. 

 

EA: I would tell you if I did. 

 

SK: Okay. 

 

JC: Alright. I know I said two, but I might have one more here for you, hold on. Sorry. 

 

EA: It’s okay, you guys [UI from 46:24-46:28]. [Pause from 46:28-33]. 

 

JC: Do you know who this person is? Or either of these? [Pause from 46:36-46:43] 

 

EA: [UI], no? 

 

JC: Yes. 

 

EA: Uh, no.  
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JC: No? Okay, thank you. Um, so, we, uh, told you that, you know we’ve spoken to Nema 

several times. The last time I talked to her, I told her that I was going to be seeing you soon. And 

I asked if she wanted to write you a letter, and she did. This is a letter to you from Nema. Do you 

want to open it? She also sent you photos. [Pause]. Take, no- take your time. Yeah, I can’t let 

you keep them, so, I want you, I want you to read them now. 

 

EA: [UI]? 

 

SK: Yeah, you can’t keep- [OV with EA] 

 

EA: [UI] can give it back, and [UI]? 

 

SK: You have to give them back, but- 

 

EA: [UI] almost a year and a half. [UI] But know it makes me happy when you say you she 

keeps in touch with his family. [UI], because I-I don’t want the child growing up [UI]. 

 

JC: Here, you can hold it. I think it’s actually two pages.  

 

EA: [UI] [Pause from 47:57-48:32] 

 

SK: [UI], okay. 

 

EA: [UI] I am devastated. I am devastated [UI] right now. I miss my whole life [UI]. 

 

JC: Have you seen that one?  

 

EA: My whole life I tried- 

 

JC: Are they, are they the same? 

 

EA: To give them the best I could to them, and treat them the best- 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: And, I-I feel I [UI from, 48:50-49:16]. This is my wife’s sister, uh, uh, [UI] the whole 

family [UI from 49:20-49:30] [Pause from 49:30-49:37] [UI from 49:37-49:42]. 
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JC: That-that’s your wife and the baby? Oh, yeah, yeah it is. 

 

EA: [UI]. This, is the twins [UI], it’s when they was babies.  

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: They was like three years old. 

 

SK: Uh huh. 

 

EA: One of them got killed in, [UI] the bombs. My wife died when [UI from 49:58-50:03] she 

got shot in the leg, um [UI from 50:05-51:35]. I tried my best to take care of them, you know. 

[UI from 51:37-52:19]. 

 

JC: If you [UI] there’s a letter on the back. If you need me to read any of this, I’ll read it for you. 

[Pause from 52:23-54:27] Sean – [UI] he wants to write a letter to [UI]. 

 

SK: Mmhmm. Yeah, you just have to sit right there, sit right there and watch him. [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah. [Pause from 54:39-58:42] 

 

EA: [UI from 58:42-58:45]. 

 

SK: What? 

 

EA: What is it, that she understand that I-I [UI]? She [UI] hold it against me, like I [UI], but, um, 

I [UI]. I’m very impressed that she understands. Because I can’t really respond [UI]. So, um, 

[UI]. 

 

JC: Emraan, if you want to write her a letter, right now, I’ll make sure that she gets it. Is that 

something you want to do? 

 

EA: [UI] for like three or four years and – 

 

JC: She- 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Your-your-your daughter misses you. She would love to have even the smallest letter. 
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EA: Do you think I’m I’ll have access to a phone or something? 

 

JC: You will. Yep, you will. 

 

EA: I-I-I try to get, the only thing I have [UI], if I can get one name of anyone maybe I could 

[UI]. You guys can ask Nema? 

 

JC: Yep. I-I-I can ask Nema if she wants to give you her number or if she wants to call you. 

Yeah, okay. 

 

EA: And I can [UI] at least [UI]. But then so I will have access to, to a phone? 

 

JC: You will. Yeah. I mean you won’t have one- 

 

SK: Not right away. 

 

JC: -with you. But eventually you will get to make a call.  

 

SK: Yeah, not right away, but eventually.  

 

EA: What do you mean like cell phone? Because like- 

 

SK: No. What will most likely happen is that you will be able to communicate through your 

attorney to your family. Once you get assigned an attorney they’ll be able to answer some of 

those questions for you and connect you with your family.  

 

EA: [UI from 1:00:25-1:00:29]. Um, a business man. He used to do business with me. Um. Um, 

construction. Yeah I worked with him in Trinidad and [UI]. And, um, I was thinking if I could 

get in touch with him until the rest is figured out.  

 

JC: What-what is his name?  

 

EA: Abdul Ali [PH] his real name is- what’s his real name? What’s his real name? Um, maybe 

it’s um, [UI], Abdul Ali. 

 

SK: Think about it. 

 

EA: You tell Nema Abdul Ali, she will know [UI]. 
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JC: Okay.  

 

EA: Um, uh. If I can get in touch with him maybe he [UI]. Because, he, he used to be very good. 

[UI] take contracts in New York City. Construction. He [UI from 1:01:19-1:01:26]. 

 

JC: Okay. 

 

EA: So, they [UI]. So, but we was good friends. He’s from Trinidad. And I know [UI]. If I need 

something more he always help me.  

 

JC: Well we’re going- [OV with SK] 

 

SK: Again, Again, this will be something that you’ll be able to work with your, your 

representation, your attorney. You’ll be able to work with that person. It may be a female it may 

be a male. And you can tell them all this and they’ll, they’ll obviously represent you, work on 

behalf of you. And, um, they’ll talk about your case and that sort of thing. 

 

EA: What I’m saying is because I [UI from 1:02:03-1:02:14] professional, you have experience- 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: You have someone with [UI] experience, you have someone that, that is a good lawyer, 

attorney. And, [UI]. So I will list him in case [UI]. 

 

SK: So again, I’m not going to agree or deny that statement. Um. Once you get appointed, if you 

get appointed a public defender, talk with them. Express these feelings to them. And they’ll be 

able to help you possibly move in a different direction if you don’t want to stay with them.  

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Because we can’t. We’re not going to offer you legal advice. You know we can’t do that, 

that’s not our role, yeah. 

 

EA: My problem is like, I don’t know how to get in touch with her. And I don’t know [UI from 

1:03:02-1:03:06]. 

 

JC: Your-your initial public defender that you’re assigned- 
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EA: Yeah. 

 

JC: Will be able to help you get to that if that’s what you want. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:03:13-1:03:22]. 

 

JC: Yeah. Um, Mr. Ali, we’re going to finish this up for now. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Um, do you want anything to drink? Uh, or a small snack?  

 

EA: You guys [UI from 1:03:33-1:03:48] water and the banana, the banana is good for me. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

JC: Yeah, the banana there. Yeah. 

 

EA: And other than that, [UI]. 

 

JC: Excellent. 

 

EA: [UI] 

 

JC: Yeah, yeah. 

 

SK: So, what I’m going to do is, I’m going to put this to your ankle so you’ll have movement to 

lay down. And then you’ll also have movement and you can walk there and sit down there. 

Okay? 

 

EA: This is, this is a big [UI]. 

 

SK: This a good [UI] 

 

EA: [UI] I don’t want to ask too much. 
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JC: No! You’re good, you’re not asking too much. We want you to be comfortable. You still got 

a long time to be in the plane. 

 

SK: Yeah, we got, probably half. 

 

EA: How long is the time? 

 

JC: Oh my god. We’ve probably got 16 more hours, yeah at least. Oh, I’m sorry let me get that 

for you. 

 

SK: Yeah, it’s pretty far.  

 

EA: Um, we used to [UI], and the people there, the people they, you have no right to treat you 

like that way.  

 

SK: I know. 

 

EA: [UI] and-and I understand what you say, just like a [UI]. I don’t know [UI]. I cannot stand 

the language, and [UI] very, very hard. 

 

JC: Yeah. 

 

EA: [UI from 1:04:54-1:05:05][Background noise]. 

 

SK: [UI]. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

  

SK: Yeah, no, you-you’re- 

 

JC: Emraan, it was good talking to you. We’ll, talk, we’ll talk again. We’ll see you again. 

 

EA: And forgive me if I said something that offended you guys. 

 

JC: You didn’t.  

 

EA: I didn’t mean to. 

 

JC: It was a real pleasure to talk to you and I mean that sincerely. 
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EA: If I’m being honest with you, I’m trying to be, uh, as open as possible with you guys. 

 

SK: Okay. 

 

EA: And um, you know, but, I-I, I don’t want to say something that would put me in a bad 

situation. But I’m trying to be as honest and, and truthful with you guys. What I don’t [UI] say 

something that will put in a worse situation than I’m in already. [UI]. 

 

SK: Yeah. 

 

EA: I’m trying my best, uh, to, but I don’t want, I-I don’t remember lying to you guys. I didn’t 

remember lying to you guys. I didn’t tell you, but I don’t want to [UI], you know, something that 

will end up making things worse me. 

 

JC: I understand. 

 

EA: So, I’m trying to, I’m trying to be as [UI] because you guys, from what I see from you guys, 

you’re being sincere with me and honest, and I just, only deserve the same. 

 

SK: Alright, Emraan. I’m going to put your mask back up for you [UI][Background noise]. Yup. 

Going to put these back on.  

 

EA: [UI]. [Pause from 1:06:17-1:06:28]  

 

SK: Okay, and then you can just lay back and we’re going to dim the lights, okay? Get some 

sleep. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Yup. 

 

EA: [UI]. 

 

SK: Okay. [Loud noise] Okay. 

 

[End of Part 3 Recording 01:06:40; End of Verbatim Transcription] 
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